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DISTRICT GOVERNOR—TOM PLAGMAN 

Each year the 5M-9 Lion Past District Governor's Association holds the Service of Remembrance 
program at our Mid-Winter Convention. This is a time for us to reflect upon the members of our  
Lions Family we have lost in 2017. The Program will be held Friday January 5th, 2018. Please invite 
any family members to this program so they can place a flower in memory of their loved one.  A 
picture of each deceased member will be displayed as part of the program.  

Please review the Necrology for the 2018 Mid-Winter Convention. 

Please send any additions or corrections to Lion Jim Johansen.  Jkjohansen55@gmail.com 
8103 210th St N, Hawley MN 56549 

DECEASED MEMBER   CLUB     PICTURE 
Lion Betty Schulke    Baxter     Yes 
Lion Al Puckett    Bay Lake Area   Yes 
Lion Nathalie Sullivan Hasert   Cass Lake    Yes 
Lion Armond Gease    Crosslake Ideal   Yes 
Lion Patricia Faul    Emily Outing 50 Lakes  Yes 
Lion James Corey    Garrison     
Lion Elaine Drahosh    Garrison    Yes 
Lion Elroy Raddatz    Garrison    Yes 
Lion Bernice Schley    Garrison    Yes 
Lion Lynn Abraham    Hackensack    Yes 
Lion Jeannette Blouin    Hackensack    Yes 
Lion Gene Watnaas    Henning    Yes 
Lion Barney Bignall    Hill City    Yes 
Lion Jim Bray     Hill City    Yes 
Lion Kevin Futhey    McGregor    Yes 
Lion Russell Jacobson   New York Mills   Yes 
Lion Wendell “Dell” Draves   Nisswa     Yes 
Lion Margaret Jaster    Nisswa     Yes 
Lion Steve Johnson    Nisswa     Yes 
Lion Roger Reynolds    Nisswa     Yes 
Lion Gerald Wickstrom   Palisade    Yes 
Lion Paul Grams    Park Rapids    Yes 
Lion John Higgins    Park Rapids    Yes 
Lion Earl Holmes    Park Rapids    Yes 
Lion Lloyd A Stigman    Park Rapids    Yes 
Lion Jerry “Bones” Freudenberg  Parkers Prairie   Yes 
Lion Harriet Mattfeld    Perham Lakes    Yes 
Lion Merrel Moore    Underwood    Yes 
Lion Rodney Hanson    Vergas     Yes 
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District Governor Tom Plagman 
Convention season has started.  Our friends of District 5M13 in Canada have opted to hold their annual 
convention in November with the hope of avoiding more wintry weather.  This year it worked. 

Michele and I were able to attend the 5M13 convention in Winkler, Manitoba.  At some point I might say 
just another convention but not at this time.  Our Canadian hosts Governor Helmut and First Lady Rosana 
with their friends and neighbors showed us a very good time.   

Some of you might have seen us on social media as Elvis and a 60’s diva house wife at the “100 Years of 
Happy Days” party on Friday night.  It was great fun to see former RCMP sergeant Helmut sporting an afro 
wig and a leisure suit at the same party. 

I mention this to emphasize the pleasure of having my Lions family expand.   At my club visits I am always 
pleased to hear the things we are doing in our communities across our great District of 5M9 but I am also 
continuously gratified at every visit to have my circle of Lions friends expand.   When I visit other districts, 
it would be impossible not to meet new Lions and have that same circle grow even larger.  If you enjoy 
people and like meeting new people from different places I totally encourage you to get involved with  
district and multiple activities. 

I would be amiss if I did not take this opportunity to put in a plug for the Multiple Convention in Winnipeg 
next April.  Get your passport and head north across the border to experience what Canada has to offer at 
the new convention facility in the prairie city of Winnipeg, Manitoba, you will have a chance to hear and 
maybe meet the first female International First Vice President Gundrun Yngvadottir from Iceland! 

What is also gratifying is that we find out that the people we meet have the same passion for their  
communities and for service as we do. 

At this time of year, we can pause and give thanks for the many things we have to be thankful for. 

First as Lions, we can be thankful for our health but also that we are part of an organization that has a 
mission to expand global health.  An organization that can take pride in starting more than just a few  
global health initiatives. 

We can also be thankful for our families, our Lions families, and for the fact that we live in such a rich and 
safe place.   

Do not forget to thank those in all branches of service from health care to local law enforcement and to 
the military for their contributions to our security. 

I wish continued blessings of the season and blessings throughout the coming year to you and yours. 

Yours in Service 

DG Tom Plagman 
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PRAISE—ENCOURAGE—EDUCATE—HAVE FUN 

1st Vice District Governor 

Rose Puckett 

Here it is, the month of December. Tis the season of kindness, caring, and sharing. 

Sound familiar Lions? 

I would like to share my thoughts on our existing membership. This last month I have encountered so 
many Lions that are passionate about their service and it makes me proud to be a Lion.  Program  
presentations are interesting and informative. Fund raising events and service projects are well organized 
and always a bit of fun is in the mix. Training sessions are also well organized and informative. So, thank 
you to all who serve so selflessly.  However, keep in mind I am not letting you off the hook in recruiting 
new members and next month I have a few ideas to share on retaining our current members. 

Now, on to the business at hand.  Our 5M9 Mid-Winter Convention is soon here.  The committee is  
working very hard to make this a great success.  Please try to attend and share in the fun. 

On Saturday, December 9th a 5M9 Fundraiser for Past International Director Brian Sheehan will be held 
at the Pillager Community Center to support his campaign for 3rd Vice International President -  3:00 to 
7:00p.m.  I hear there is going to be a pie eating contest with voting for your favorite contestant, lots of 
fun events with prizes for all ages, and food.   

May you all have a safe and wonderful Christmas, 

1st Vice District Governor  

Rose Puckett 

News flash !!! 
Vergas lions to celebrate their 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, February 11, 2018. 

Id bruce beck will be speaking 
Complete details in January’s service journal 
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2ND VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 

SANDY REMINGTON 

As you read this, we have already celebrated Thanksgiving and are now  preparing for Christmas and other  
religious holidays. I am thankful  for my family and friends, the life I live and career path I chose.  My calling in 
life is to help others. As a nurse, I was able to do that. Now I am retired from that profession and have shifted 
gears. I work less, but still help others. I work with students with special needs. They are the gift I have  
received. They give me hope for the future and help me see the world through their eyes.  Lions Clubs  
International helps me to help children as well. I am thankful for Lions and their programs which help others.  

Feed the Hungry program helps feed children here at home and out in the world. Nisswa Lions are hosting 
their Zone Meeting and will be doing a meal packaging program. I am looking forward to seeing how this 
works.  

Recently we received a message concerning measles vaccinations.  This is a disease that can cause serious 
complications. One dollar can vaccinate 1 child. We could eliminate rubella in this lifetime. Consider a  
donation to this worthwhile cause.  

Kid Sight spot vision screenings will help identify children for follow up testing at an earlier age and help them 
in school. Learning is so much easier when you can see clearly. Some clubs are working with local  
optometrists and ophthalmologists to help children get the glasses they need.  

Hearing is also on our list of things we can do something about for the children of the world. Consider  
volunteering at a school based hearing screening.  

Diabetes has also affected too many children in our lives. Volunteering and donating to diabetes camps helps 
show children we care and that we choose to help them deal with this lifelong condition and look for a cure. 

Kamp KACE is another wonderful program for children affected by cancer. It gives kids a week in their life to 
forget that they have cancer and just be a kid again. 

Scholarships on a local level is another way to show we are here to support the future of our children. 

Quest programs in schools helps children to deal with everyday problems in life in a more constructive way. 
They learn to make better choices.   

As you can see, there are a lot of ways we can help the youth in our world. If you can't support all of these, at 
least pick one. Show kids that you care.  

Have a blessed holiday season, whatever your beliefs and faiths. See you at Mid Winter! 
 
Yours in Lionism,  
 
2ND VDG Cassandra Remington 
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Above: IDPG Dick Stebbins  
presented PDG Eldon Bergman with 
an appreciation award thanking him 
for 7 years of dedicated service as 
District 5M9’s Treasurer.  

Happy Retirement Lion Eldon! 

The Nevis Lions Club sponsored Poster Contests.  
Congratulations to the winners pictured below! 

5M9 Peace Poster Winners: 1st Place Lyra Luebbert, 2nd 
Place Kendra Boushee, 3rd Place Kayli Bessler (pictured 

is Nevis Lion Judy Anderson) 
Youth Outreach Poster Winners: 1st Place Valerie Tooker, 

2nd Place Marissa Engst, 3rd Place Reese Mowell. 

Malmo Area Lions Club 
had their first pancake 
breakfast on Nov. 11.  

Area Veterans were hon-
ored with a free meal and 

a hug! They also held a 
bake sale with proceeds  

going to Aitkin County  
Operation Christmas. A 

good time was had by all. 
The serving crew pictured 
is Laury Nyberg, Heather 

and John Brummer, 
George Larson and Laurie 
Westerlund. Lion Sharon 

is pictured at the  
Bake Sale. 

Your LCIF coordinators would like to thank all the clubs for the awesome support so far this year.  
The total contributions as of today for July 1, 2017 to Nov. 30, 2017 is almost $30.000.00 and 
there are several clubs that have not sent in their donations. We will recognize all the clubs that 

donated during the time from the last Mid-Winter 2017 to the end of December, 2017 at the  
Mid-Winter in January, 2018. Keep up the good work. 

Diann Bates, Larry and Zelda Novak LCIF coordinators for 5m9 
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Poor Gavin Gavel has 
searched High and Low 
for DG Tom but has not 
found anyone to help 

him locate his DG. 
Don’t give up Gavin! 

You are bound to find 
DG Tom somewhere. 

November 2nd the Deerwood Lakes Lions   
attended the Aitkin Fall Salad Luncheon. 

Pictured Left: (front) Cathy Novak, Lions Cathy 
McDougal & Linda Dooyema. (back) Lions Nancy 

Campion and Donna Sapa 

Below: The Chamber of Commerce asked the 
Deerwood Lakes Lions  to assist filling bags 
on November 16th. Lions Linda Dooyema & 

Donna Sapa were joined by Cathy Novak. 

Below: November  13th the Deerwood Lakes  
Lions were honored to have Lion Evie Ladd visit 
and share information about Youth Outreach.  

Pictured with Evie is Lion Cathy McDougal. 

Above:  November 17th brought together 3  
Lions Clubs visiting the CRES School to provide  

vision screening for children. The Lions volunteers 
were Diann Bates, Donna Sapa, and Cathy  

McDougal of Deerwood Lakes, Marion and Steve 
Freese of  Cuyuna Range,  and Cathe Picke of  

the Bay Lake Lions. 
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in honor of LION BRUCE BECK, the 1st International Director to come from District 5M-9. 
 

 The Past District Governor’s (PDG’s) and their Association, best known for the Midwinter “Service of 
Remembrance.”, as Lions with a great deal of experience, are often called upon to advise and sometimes lead 
programs and projects upon the wishes of the District Governor. The Past District Governor’s Association, at 
their 2017 Midwinter meeting, voted to establish a new award of recognition in District 5M-9. The award first 
recognizes one outstanding Club President from the previous year, and secondly recognizes ID Bruce Beck as 
“one-of-our-own”,  
 The  said award shall be presented for the first time at the 2018 Midwinter Convention of 5M-9 based 
upon the President’s term of service for the prior year, and at succeeding Midwinter Conventions of 5M-9. 
 
AWARD PROCESS: 
1. Nominations for the President of the Year Award shall come from local Lions Clubs who have  

nominated their President for the award. It will be due in the hands of the current PDG Assn. President by 
October 1st preceding the Midwinter Convention of 5M-9. 

2. Nominations shall be for the first year (or term) of a local Club President. 
3. Criteria for the award shall include: 
 a.      Membership growth for the President’s year of service 
 b.      Increase in club awards for the President’s year of service 
 c.      Management of club fiscal and human resources 
 d.      President’s representation at key Lions leadership events 
4. The selection committee shall be comprised of from 3-5 members of the PDG’s Assn. 
 

Applications for this award will be sent to Club Presidents and Secretaries. 

Mazatlan  
mission trip 

March 10-17, 2018 
Suncrountry  

has a sale on our  
round-trip airfare 

 
Interested parties please 
contact Armand Radke 
to get the huge discount 

on a hotel room! 
 

Dr Armand Radke 
218-234-6556 

JOIN THE UNDERWOOD LIONS 

FOR LOTS OF FUN &  

 

 

 

2PM SUNDAYS @  
STALKER LAKE GOLF COURSE 

near Dalton, MN 
Weekly $999 Blackout Jackpot in 

designated numbers called  
or consolation prize. 
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Rose Puckett 

District Governor Candidate 
As a member of the Bay Lake Area Lions from Zone 2, and I would like to announce my 
candidacy for District 5M9 District Governor for the years of 2018-2019. 

I have three children, daughters Lisa, Beth and son Jeffrey. I also have seven grand-
children and five great grandchildren. As a wife and working Mother I also found time 
to be involved in many volunteer activities including Church functions, working with Girl 
Scouts and take an active part in our children’s sports interest. 

Originally from Minneapolis area, I held several positions in the work force and ended 
my career as a corporate liaison for several national offices. We moved to the Deerwood area 22 years ago and 
purchased a small resort which we maintained for five years along with caretaking a large estate on one of our lo-
cal area lakes. 

Lions have been my focus for 20 years and I am truly committed to serving others. During those years I have held 
many positions within my club. I held the position of Zone 2 Chair for two years and have been on the 5M9 District 
Cabinet for the past eight years. I am a Melvin Jones Fellow, have a Helen Keller and a Top Dog Award. I have at-
tended the Lions Leadership Institute, the USA/Canada Forum, our MD5M Conventions and completed all the re-
quired training offered. 

Along with my love for Lions, I am committed to our family, have a passion for gardening, and also feel the need to 
speak for those who do not have a voice. 

Acting as 1st Vice District Governor has given me a wonderful opportunity to learn and grow in Lions and meet 
many new friends. 

I have the support of my family and my Bay Lakes Area Lions Club and would appreciate your vote at the 2018 
5M9 Mid Winter Convention at Mahnomen as I continue my journey in service. 

November 11th, 2017 

District Governor Tom, 

This serves as my Letter of Intent to seek the office of 1st Vice District Governor for 
District 5M9. The following are my qualifications. 

I have:  Been a member in good standing with the Backus Lions since December 2008. 
 Served in the positions of Director, 1st Vice President, President and Immediate 
  Past President. 
 Served and chaired many committees with the Backus Lions. 
 Served 2 1/2 years as Zone 3 Chair. 
 Attended College of Leadership and Mid-Winter Convention for multiple years. 
 Completed several Lions webinars for Leadership Development. 
 Completed Guiding Lion Training at Leadership Training in 2016. 
 Completed Regional Lions Learning Institute 
 Have served as 2nd Vice District Governor in 5M9 

I have enjoyed the journey thus far and am looking forward to the continuation of this venture. 

Thank you for your consideration of my candidacy for this position. 

Yours in Lionism, 

2nd VDG Cassandra Remington 
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Mid-Winter Convention Update 
The Mid-Winter Convention is approaching quickly and if you have not registered for the 
convention there is still time.  

Here is a partial listing of some of the events and seminars that will be taking place at the 
convention. We have included a couple of new events to the convention this year that you 
won’t want to miss. 

FRIDAY NIGHT – We start the convention off with a Diabetes walk from 4:30 to 6:30  
hosted by the Brainerd Leos. The candidates for District Governor, 1st Vice District  
Governor, 2nd Vice District Governor and next year’s convention will be hosting hospitality 
booths for you to meet them and enjoy some tasty treats starting at 5:00 pm. As always, 
we will remember those Lions who have passed in the previous year at the Service of  
Remembrance. This is our way of saying goodbye to all the great Lions who have departed. 
After the service we will be having a “Hoe Down” to get the convention started with games 
and prizes and an opportunity to visit with all the great Lions of our District. During this 
time, you will have the opportunity to visit with our visiting International Director Joyce  
Middleton and her husband Martin. They are coming all the way from Bridgewater,  
Massachusetts to spend the weekend with us. So get your best farmers go-to-town clothing 
on and come enjoy the “hoe-down”. 

SATURDAY – We kick off the day with the Pride Breakfast at 7:00 am followed by the  
Business Meeting at 8:45 am. We are having a Leo seminar at 8:45 am and a Women’s 
Health seminar at 8:45 for those of you not attending the business meeting. At 11:00 am 
we will have two seminars for you to chose from, one is a Global Action Team Seminar and 
the new GST program and the other will be a seminar featuring the Spouse of the ID,  
Martin Middleton. At Noon we will have a luncheon and the guest speaker will be Linda 
Bartholomay, Director of Nutrition Therapy for Sanford Health and she will speak on  
Diabetes. After lunch we are doing something new this year and having a food packing 
event going from 2:15 to 4:15. We will also be having a health fair going on at the same 
time so you can spend part of the time packing food and getting your health checked on. 
The Banquet Saturday night will feature our International Director Joyce Middleton and  
after the Banquet we will be entertained by Comedian/Magician, Jerry Frazier. 

SUNDAY – We will wrap up the weekend with our Brunch and Business meeting and have 
time to say goodbye to all the old friends and new friends that you have made over the 
weekend. 

Make your plans now to attend the convention and find out what Lions are doing not only 
in other clubs in the district but all over the world. 
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IMPORTANT  
INFORMATION!!! 

The time to make club  
donations to District  

Projects is NOW! 
Please do not wait to  
present donations at 

Mid-Winter  
Convention.  

Some projects have 2 chair persons. 
Please make sure you are sending  

donations to a CURRENT chair person 
as they can change from year to year. 
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DECEMBER 
2-3—Project New Hope @ Inspiration 
 Point, Clitherall, MN 
3—Hewitt Lions Visit 
4—Osage Lions Visit 
9—Malmo Area Lions Potluck 
12—Akeley-Nevis Lions Visit 
13—Urbank Lions Visit 
17—Hill City Lions Visit 
18—Battle  Lake Lions Visit 
19—Detroit Lakes Lions Visit 
 

JANUARY 
5-7—5M9 Mid Winter Convention  

 5M5 & 5M6 Conventions @ 
  Bloomington 

8—Nisswa Lions Visit 
11—Pillager Lions Visit 
13—Pequot Breezy Point Christmas 
15—Northland-Remer Lions Visit 
16—Callaway Lions Visit 
18—Verndale @ Aldrich/Ted & Jen’s 
19-21—5M1 Convention @ Rochester 
 5M7 Convention @ Bloomington 
 5M10 Convention@ Dryden, ON 
22—Cass Lake Lions Visit 
23—Malmo Area Lions Visit 
26-28—5M4 Convention @ Morton 

5M9 Service Journal 
 

 

 

This publication is of, by, and for 
the Lions, Lioness, & Leos of 

District 5M-9 

District Governor 
Tom Plagman (Michele) 
38292 Deer St 
Aitkin, MN 56431 
H: 218-927-3544 
C: 218-839-1177 
tplagman@hotmail.com   

 

1st Vice District Governor 
Rose Puckett  
14850 Pinewood Trail 
Deerwood, MN 56444 
H: 218-764-3108 
C: 218-851-8380 
apuckett@brainerd.net 

 

2nd Vice District Governor 
Sandy Remington 
2778 18th St SE 
Backus, MN 56435 
H: 218-587-2327 
C: 320-333-6798 
purplesandy07@gmail.com 

 

Cabinet Secretary 
Margaret Van Erp (Peter) 
38214 610th Ave 
Bluffton, MN 56518 
H: 218-385-3446 
C: 218-639-5040 
petemarg@arvig.net 

 

District Treasurer 
Dennis Ganz (Shelly) 
5079 County 40 NW 
Hackensack, MN 56452 
H: 218-675-5404 
C: 218-244-4232 
dsganz@tds.net 

 

Newsletter Editor/Diva 
Tracey Buhl (Randy) 
28000 Redhead Drive 
Underwood, MN 56586 
C: 218-841-1877 
5m9newsletter@gmail.com 

Please submit stories and photos by the 15th of each month for the following months newsletter.  
When possible, send photos in jpeg format and articles as a word document.  

Use of pdf is also acceptable.  Contact me for assistance or with questions. 
Thank You  Tracey Buhl 

DISTRICT GOVERNOR TOM’S CALENDAR 


