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Are you sorta/kinda thinking about going to Chicago for the  
Lions International Convention in 2017 to celebrate the Lions 
100th anniversary?  But, you don’t want to do the 10 to 12 hour 
drive, deal with Chicago traffic, and pay UP TO $45 PER DAY in 
parking fees? 

Don’t despair fellow Lions.  We are looking into a better and 
more fun method of transportation. Coach buses with reclining 
seats, onboard restroom, wi-fi, and a pride of Lions to share and 
enjoy the trip. The convention runs from June 30 to July 4th, 

2017 so we will be going to Chicago June 29 and leave Chicago July 5th. 

Tentatively we are looking at three routes, route one going south on highway 169 with stops in Hill City,  
intersection of highways 210 and 169(?), Aitkin, and highway 210 to Baxter. A second route will be starting at 
Cass Lake with stops along highway 371 to Baxter.  

Route three will start out west somewhere around Detroit Lakes and travel east on highway 10 and eventually to 
Baxter to meet up with the other buses.  Depending on demand there could be a fourth bus starting in Baxter 
and/or additions along the three routes.  From Baxter we will travel as a convoy to Chicago. Coming home the 
routes will be reversed. 

We are working on getting costs and will have more information after this 
year’s convention in Japan. 

If you have any questions or suggestions you can contact: 

Lion Les Swift, Pillager Lions: (H)218.746.3946, ©218.839.2184, email; 
ltranch@brainerd.net  or 
Lion Denny Ganz, Hackensack Lions: (H)218.675.5404, ©218.244.4232, 
email; dsganz@tds.net 
Let’s have a great representation from 5M9 and a great time in Chicago!! 
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District Governor —Jay Norby 

With a little over 4 months to go, this Lion’s year is quickly drawing to a close. While we may be on the  
downward slide for this year, we still have a lot to do before the end of the year. Please take the time to check 
out the dates, times and locations of the Zone Meetings that have been scheduled for this month. 

A couple of other dates that you should put in your calendars are Sunday April 3 and Sunday April 10. On 
April 3rd we will be celebrating the charter presentation of our newest club in 5M9, the Malmo Area Lions 
Club. With at least 25 members strong, this club is going to revitalize their community and surrounding area. 
The fun starts at 3:00pm and IPID Mike Molenda will be the featured speaker. Try to attend this event as we 
welcome them into the fold of 5M9. On April 10th we will be having the 5M9 Lions Learning Day in Bluffton 
starting at 12:30pm with 4 great sessions to help you, not only as a Lion but, in your everyday life as well. Both 
of these events are listed in the newsletter so check them out. 

While September still seems a long way away, it is not too early to start thinking about attending the USA/
Canada Forum in Omaha, Nebraska. We are going to try to get enough Lions interested in attending to take a 
bus from 5M9 to Omaha and back. If you are interested and want more information or want to get your name 
on the list, please let me know so we can see if we have enough interest to make this work. 

All of the MD5M Mid-Winter Conventions are done and we will have 12 new District Governors taking over 
on July 1, 2016. I can tell you that our district and the multiple are in good hands for next year. I can tell you 
that the seated DG’s are not going to coast the rest of the year, as we individually and collectively still have 
things we want to accomplish. We still want 100% participation in LCIF before the end of the year. We are 
very close so clubs, please check to make sure you have made a donation this year. As a side note to that, if  
every club makes at least a $50.00 donation, I will make a $1,000.00 donation to LCIF and award a deserving 
Lion in the District a Melvin Jones Fellowship. And secondly, we would like to see the District end the year 
with positive numbers for membership. We need to strengthen the pride and ensure that, as we approach our 
100-year celebration we are leaving a legacy in our communities for the next 100 years. Welcoming new  
members is like receiving a blood transfusion, it gives us strength and revitalizes our clubs. New members give 
us new blood, new ideas and more hands to get the projects we want to do in our communities easier to  
accomplish. 

Linda and I have had the opportunity to travel around this great district and visit many of the clubs. We are 
not done and there are a few clubs who have not yet set a date for a visit. If you are one of those clubs, please 
get ahold of me and we will work out a date and place to visit. It has been truly rewarding to visit the clubs this 
year and listen to all of the great things you do for your communities and the world. Thank you for your  
hospitality and kindness. It is greatly appreciated. 

If you have ever thought about serving on the 5M9 Cabinet and seeing what happens in Lionism in our  
district, please let DGE Dick, 1st VDGE Tom or 2nd VDGE Rose know that you are interested in serving in 
some capacity in the district. Believe me, you will meet a great bunch of people and your Lions Family will 
continue to grow. When Linda and I joined Lions, we knew maybe a dozen people that were Lions. Now our 
Lions Family has grown to hundreds of people that we know and visit with as we travel for Lions.  

So, as we continue down the tracks, let’s all get on board the 5M9 Express and continue to do what we do 
best, “serve those that need our help”. 

DG Jay 



Richard the Lionhearted 
District Governor Elect - Dick Stebbins 
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Lions of 5M-9, 

 Winter is almost over! It has seemed like a short season so far, but I am ready for an early spring. Our 
district has a busy year ahead of us. I am asking for our district of go out and “Just Ask” a friend or neighbor 
to join Lions. Members joining during our Centennial Year have the great incentive of receiving a special pin. 
Sponsors also get a pin and your club can earn a Centennial Patch. However, bringing in new members as we 
let current members walk out the back door doesn’t make sense. Retention, Retention! That is what it is all 
about so keep your members busy and engaged. Thank you for helping our district achieve our membership 
goals! 

 The last round of Zone Meetings for this year will be starting the end of March and continuing into 
April. Presidents—make plans to have your members attend and keep up with District 5M-9 happenings. Our 
Zone Chairs spend a lot of time and effort in planning these meetings so they are informative, interesting and 
fun. Be sure to thank each of them for the great job they do. 

 Don’t forget—elections are to be held in March and reported by April 15th to District Administrator 
PDG Margaret Van Erp. I remind you to make sure all names are spelled correctly and have current contact 
information. LCI uses this information to send to clubs. If contact information is not correct your club may 
not receive important information. Following elections, all officers should make plans to participate in Club 
Leadership Training. The College of Leadership is planned for May 15th at the Wadena High School. These 
sessions are for all incoming officers for 2016-2017 but ALL Lions are welcome and encouraged to attend. 
Prepare for the time when you are asked to serve your club as an officer.  

 Lion Sue and I wish you a great Easter! I hope you enjoy this day with family and friends and of 
course, chocolate! 

 

FARE THEE WELL  

DISTRICT GOVERNOR ELECT DICK STEBBINS 

 

 

 

NEXT WEBINAR: EFFECTIVE PRESENTATIONS 

Providing effective presentations is a fundamental skill of today’s leaders. Join us as we explore common fea-
tures of impactful presentations and explore ways to enhance your presentation content, image usage, and 
audience engagement.  

Wednesday, March 23, 2016, 12:00 pm (noon) or Friday, April 1, 2016, 7:00 pm 
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PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT FROM MD5M DENTAL INITIATIVE 

I served as your district LCIF coordinator for 4 years 2010 to 2014.  It is with great pride and respect that I 
would like to call your attention to this article that is a reprint from the February 2016 edition of the Lions 
magazine. 
“FOUR STARS FOR LCIF 
For the fourth consecutive year, Charity Navigator, an independent charity evaluator, recently awarded 
LCIF four stars, the highest ranking a charity can receive. Based in New Jersey, Charity Navigator evaluates 
the financial health, accountability and transparency of more than8,000 charities to help donors be better 
informed about where they give. Only 8 percent of the charities it has rated have received a four-star rating 
for four consecutive years. “The rating confirms what many Lions already know—LCIF is a great way to 
make difference in the lives of people,” says LCIF Chairperson Joe Preston of Arizona. “Our foundation is 
adept at maximizing the value of the donations it receives from Lions.” Go to lcif.org to donate or learn 
more.” 
We as Lions do many good things in our communities, but I am pleased to highlight that those do not stop at 
the outskirts of our communities or even Minnesota.  Internationally, we have an outreach that impacts indi-
viduals, families and communities around the world, and you can be reassured that every dollar you give to 
LCIF goes to those well-deserving causes. 
 
Congratulations to Lions everywhere. 
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USA/Canada Forum 
September 15-17, 2016 

We are looking at getting a bus to take all interested Lions to the Forum in Omaha, Nebraska. We would 
leave at noon on September 14th arriving in Omaha that night between 9:00—10:00pm. The Forum starts 
the next day and this will allow everyone to be well rested for the festivities planned for the forum. 

The cost of the bus will be $95 per person departing from Frazee, MN or Fergus Falls, MN. We will be  
including stops along the route to pick up Lions from other Districts and dropping off at the Hotels listed 
by the Forum Committee. Pick up on Sunday morning starting at 8:00am arriving back in Frazee at  
approximately 5:00-6:00pm on Sunday. 

If you have never been to a USA/Canada Forum, this is a perfect opportunity for you to learn more about 
Lions and have a lot of fun doing it. This is going to be one of the closest Forums to us for a while, so take 
advantage of going and not having to drive. 

We, of course, will have some fun and games on the way down. 

For more info or to get your name on the list contact; 

DG Jay Norby 
1021 5th Ave NW 
Perham, MN 56573 
(218)298-2140 
ljnorbs@eot.com  
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LIONS INTERNATIONAL YOUTH EXCHANGE PROGRAM 
5M9 IYE Chair—Lion Ron Genoch 

Phone—218-346-4365  Email—runtala@arvig.net 

THANK YOU FOR ALL OF YOUR PARADE OF GREEN DONATIONS 
Youth applications are arriving weekly. 30 youth from all over the world will come to MD%M this summer. 
Here is just a sampling of youth that will be visiting. 

Name     M/F   Country 

Yuri Jaguszewski   M   Brazil 

Isadora Thomazi Mendes  F   Brazil 

Ping-Chen Huang   M   Taiwan 

Hsu Ya-Chiano   M   Taiwan 

Guillaume Benabdallah  M   France 

Jakob Schubert   M   Germany 

Haruno Aizu    F   Japan 

Kimitoshi Nakano   M   Japan 

Livija Naujokaite   F   Lithuania 

Liel Mor    F   Israel 

Siraj Srour    M   Israel 

They visit host families 3 to 6 weeks. July 16-24 will be enjoyed at Camp Spicer. The highlight of this week is 
an international banquet where the youth prepare a dish from their home country and serve it to their host 
families and the Council of Governors. Camp costs $500 per youth. Each student pays $100. Districts pay 
$400 for each youth they send.  

PLEASE CONSIDER BEING A HOST FAMILY THIS SUMMER! It is a great way to bring a little bit of the 
world to your family. 

ZONE 6 SPRING MEETING 

 Mar. 30 2016 

6:00pm Social / 6:30 pm Meal / 7:00 pm Meeting 

Hosted by: Wolf Lake Lions Club 

Cost: $10.00 

Please RSVP by March 24, 2016 

ALL Zone 6 clubs, please bring door prize and extra MEMBERS. 

Presidents and Secretaries are required to attend.  
More later. 
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The  Hill  City  Lions  Club  held  their  17th  Annual  Ice  Fishing  
Contest  February 13, 2016 on Hill Lake. Cash prizes were awarded 
for the three largest fish and dozens of door prizes were given out 
during the contest. In addi on to fundraising, fun for kids and their 
families  is our primary goal.   All  kids under 12  received a  tackle 
storage box with  jigs.   Following the contest, drawings were held 
for two girls and two boys bicycles plus six grand prizes.  We want 
to  thank  all  the  local  businesses  and  individual  support  for 
the contribu ons that make this possible. It was high praise from a 
six year old. When asked what she wanted to do for her birthday, 
she chose our fishing contest! 
We hope to see you here next year! 
Pictured above‐right: Club President Darcy & Jake Niesen, winner 
of $200.00 for the largest fish.  Way to go Jake! 

National Geographic film addresses moose decline in MN & Canada. 
The film is trying to find out what the problem is.  National Geographic sent a nature 
photographer to find a mother moose with a newborn calf.  In this quest he was lucky 
enough to find a calf that was still wet from birthing.  The mother was on guard and 
he did not know if she would attack.  After a while she and the calf moved slowly 
away, and when she stopped he very slowly advanced.  It seemed that she then felt 
that this was not threat.  The photographer kept a log on what the mother did and 
what foods she would eat.  The brush was very decimated  and she had to eat the 
stubble; not much food value in that.  After about a month the swamp grasses started 
growing.  Her favorite food was about ten feet below the surface of the water, and 
you could see improvement in the moose, as it looked as if she were gaining 
weight.  Mother Moose had to dive down ten feet to get this food and she would  
surface with as much in her mouth as she could carry.  Mother Moose came across 
another mother and calf. This calf  was very young.  The photographer said that he 
did not think that it would last the winter.  
As winter started they would have to start going back to slim food rations.  They had 
to watch for the predators that needed extra fat also.  One day as he was catching up 
to his moose he saw  a large area of blood in the snow.   Wolves had killed and eaten 
the carcass.  He followed  the tracks of the two mothers and one calf.  It was the 
youngest calf that had gotten caught.  The two adult moose were pregnant again, 
and the young one had to fend for itself.  The photographer concluded that the deer 
eat the same brush and have a hard time also surviving during the winter.  
Jack Riordan 
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FRAZEE ELEMENTARY  
GETS HUG MACHINE 

   Sometimes a squeeze in unsure circumstances can 
make a world of difference. But, some special needs 
children don't like to be hugged by another person. 

   Temple Grandin, a professor of animal science at 
Colorado State University and best-selling author, has 
autism and invented a therapeutic, stress-relieving  
device that mimics a hug during her college years. Up 
until recently Frazee Elementary special education 
made due with what tools they had to recreate that 
same effect—a gym mat.  

   Students rolled themselves in the mat under the  
supervision of a teacher so they felt a squeeze around 
their shoulders.  

   Thanks to the Frazee Lions the mat can stay in the 
gym because the do-good organization donated $634 
for the school to purchase a Steamroller Deluxe from 
Southpaw Enterprises. 

   The equipment accommodates up to 300 pounds, is 
much more compact than a mat and easy for students 
to use. They simply roll in one side and out the other. 
The tension of the padded rollers can be adjusted  
depending on the amount of a squeeze the person  
using it prefers. 

   Special Education teacher Sara Jacobson works 
mostly with autistic students and said the device will 
get daily use by many students. 

   “Once the students use it they are often able to go 
back to the daily routine,” she said. “I’m very thankful 
we have it because it could be a long process for us to 
receive a large piece of equipment similar to this one.” 

   Jacobson expressed deep gratitude to the Frazee  
Lions paying for the equipment, and acting so quickly 
after the need was presented to them at a meeting. 

   The specific device was recommended by the  
occupational therapist the district contracts with. She 
informed Jacobson the Steamroller Deluxe was a  
sturdy brand she used for several years, that is made of 
wood, heavy bolts and if over time the tension bands 
lose pressure replacement ones can be purchased.  

   Jacobson added students also like spinning and 
touching the padded rollers. 

   “The addition of the Steamroller Deluxe will  
improve the students’ ability to concentrate and in 
turn improve their learning environment,” Jacobson 
said. “We are very grateful for the opportunity the  
Lions Club has offered us.” 

 Story and photo by Barbie Porter  
Frazee—Vergas Forum 

Special Education teacher Sara Jacobson sits next to 
the sensory machine designed to help calm anxious 
students.  

Park Rapids Century School-
poster contest winners:  The 
Osage Lions sponsored a  
"Good Citizen’s Awareness" 
contest. Poster contest  
winners are pictured from  
L-R:  Samantha Steward,  
2nd; Madison Benham, 4th; 
Madison Carey, 3rd; Katie 
Burlingame, 1st. Winners 
were congratulated by Lions  
President Art Yliniemi. 
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the Lions, Lioness, & Leos of 

District 5M-9 

District Governor 
Jay Norby (Linda) 
1021 5th Ave NW 
Perham, MN 56573 
H: 218-346-3200 
C: 218-298-2140 
ljnorbs@eot.com  

 

District Governor Elect  
Dick Stebbins (Sue) 
26390 Glen Drive 
Garrison, MN 56540 
H: 320-692-4373 
C: 218-251-0275 
rsteb2@frontiernet.net   

 

Vice District Governor Elect 
Tom Plagman (Michele) 
38292 Deer St 
Aitkin, MN 56431 
H: 218-927-3544 
C: 218-839-1177 
tplagman@hotmail.com   

 

Cabinet Secretary 
Tambrey Kullhem 
32538 470th St 
Palisade, MN 56469 

H: 218-845-2315 
tmkullem@yahoo.com 

 

District Treasurer 
Eldon Bergman (Vi) 
50726Wymer Lake Loop 
Frazee, MN 56544 
H: 218-334-5841 
elviberg@arvig.net 

 

Newsletter Editor/Diva 
Tracey Buhl (Randy) 
28000 Redhead Drive 
Underwood, MN 56586 
C: 218-841-1877 
5m9newsletter@gmail.com 

Please submit stories and photos by the 15th of each month for the following months newsletter.  
When possible, send photos in jpeg format and articles as a word document. Use of pdf is also acceptable. 

Contact me for assistance or with questions. 
Thank You  Tracey Buhl 

HISTORY OF DISTRICT 5M 9  Part 14 

1934-1935   (part 2 of 2) 
   The following District Governors for 1935-36 were elected:    
Dr. B. W. Kelley, Aitkin, Minnesota, Minnesota/Manitoba; A. M. Kuhfeld, 
Beach, North Dakota: North Dakota/Saskatchewan; R. E. Huffman,  
Aberdeen, South Dakota, District Governor of South Dakota.  Grand Forks, 
North Dakota, received the unanimous election for 1936 convention city. 
             5-M     5-ND        5-SD         
Total Clubs as of June 30, 1934…….................50……...…55….…..….42 
Total Clubs as of June 30, 1935…….................49..............56…….…...40 
Gain or Loss during the year……….…………....-1.………….1………....-2 
        5-M     5-ND        5-SD 
Number of members as of June 30, 1934........1,236…….1,289……...478  
Number of Members as of June 30, 1935…....1,215…….1,214……....391 
Gain or Loss during the year………………….….-21……...-75….......…-87 
 
Number of visits of District Governor……………...21…….....50…………20 
Number of visits by Deputy Governors…………….1…………0………….0 
 
Key Members June 30, 1934…………………….104………140…………47 
Master Key Members June 30, 1934………………2…………2…………..0 
 
   At the close of the year 1934-35, there were 378 Key Members and 13 
Master Key Members in the District, a tribute to the great spirit therein. 
 
To be continued…….Compiled and edited by PDG Judy Brasgalla, 5M 9 Historian 

DG Jay’s Travels 
MARCH 
1—Ashby-Dalton Lions DG Visit 
3—Frazee-Wolf Lake Lions DG Visit 
10—Nevis Lions DG Visit 
11—DG/DGE Friendship Banquet 
12—COG Meeting Roseville 
14—Guthrie Nary Lions DG Visit 
18—Underwood Area Lions DG Visit 
20—5M9 Cabinet Meeting @ Vergas 
21—Longville Lions DG Visit 
22—Malmo Lions DG Visit 
28—Ottertail Lions DG Visit 
29—Zone 7 Meeting @ Lake Park 
30—Zone 6 Meeting @ Wolf Lake 

31—Zone 5 Meeting @ Hewitt 
APRIL 
1—Hearing Foundation Board Meeting 
2—Hearing Foundation Mtg @ St Cloud 
3—Malmo Lions Charter Celebration 
9—New York Mills Lions Auction 
10—Lions Learning Day @ Bluffton 
11—Baxter Lions DG Visit 
16—Parkers Prairie Smelt Fry 
19—Akeley Lions Anniversary Party 
20—Deer Creek Lions DG Visit 
21-24 MD5M Convention @ Mankato 
25—Cass Lake Lake Country DG Visit 
30—MD5M Hearing & Vision Spring Tours 


