
Catch Your Dream 

March 
1st– Wolf Lake/Frazee Lions  
16th-17th– Council of  
Governors 
25th– Cabinet mtg @  
Nisswa CC 
26th– Lake Park Lions Club  
31st– Hearing Foundation mtg 
April 
9th– Baxter Lions Club visit 
10th– Palisade Lions Club visit 
14th– GMT/GLT Mtg  
St Cloud 
18th– Deer Creek Club visit 
23rd– Henning Lions Club  
27-29th– MD5M Conv @ Hinkley 
30th-  College of Leadership 
May 
1st– College of Leadership Wa-
dena 
2nd– College of Leadership De-
troit Lakes 
3rd– Backus Lions Club visit 
10th– Hackensack Lions visit 
14th– Pride of Parkers Prairie  
15th– Longville Lions Club  
28th– Sebeka Lions Club visit 
30th– reserved 
June 
11th– Cormorant Lions Club  

Check out www.lionsof5m9.org and www.lionsmd5m.org Volume 15, Issue 9-March 2012 
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     ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT     
     As all of you know by now, Lions Interna-
tional President Wing-Kun Tam challenged Li-
ons of the world to plant one million trees. 
Not surprising, Lions have planted over seven 
million trees world wide. With spring not yet 
here in the northern hemisphere, that number 
is sure to increase dramatically. Our district 
goal of 2,500 trees took a great step toward 
becoming accomplished when many of the 5M9 
clubs took advantage of ordering trees through 
their environmental co chair. So far clubs have 
ordered 3,000 trees for spring planting and 
distribution through their schools, churches 
and other local organizations. The order  
deadline was February 8th. In speaking with the 
state tree nursery in Badoura, we can add to 
that order as long as they have trees available. 
If your club has not ordered trees yet and 
wishes to do so please let me know. Trees 
must be ordered in lots of 500; we would hold 
orders and combine them until the 500  
number is met. Trees are scheduled to be  
harvested around April 24th so they would be 
available for Arbor Day planting on April 27th. 
    Club secretaries must report all trees 
planted and distributed by or on April 30th to 
the international activities report in order to 
get credit for trees planted.  Remember any of 
us can plant a tree! It’s a very visible and hands
-on way for each and every Lion to make a  
difference. It’s also a great project to invite 
your community at-large to 
join your local Lions club in a 
collaborative effort. When we 
go over our district goal of 
planting 2,500 trees, it will 
reinforce the limitless  
potential we all know we have 
to make a difference as Lions. 
     Congratulations to Lion 
Marge Harrison from the 
Bluffton Lions on her winning 
entry in the district environ-
mental photo contest. Her 
photo is now entered at the 
Multiple District level. Let’s 
have a photo from every club 
in the district entered next 
year! Lions submitted  
photographs of their environ-
ment in one of the following 
five categories: Animal life, 
plant life, urban or natural 
landscape, weather phenome-
non, and this years special 

theme, protecting our future with trees;  
photos of trees and the vital role they play in 
our communities. The Lions Environmental 
Photo Contest provides a way for Lions to 
portray, through an original photo, their pride 
and commitment to improving, protecting and  
preserving their environment. 
     In April, as the last of the four Global  
Service Action Campaigns, Lions are  
encouraged to complete an environmental  
project. Clean rivers or roadsides, plant trees, 
recycle cell phones, computers, sponsor an  
environmental contest for school children. In 
the past few years, Lions have reported over 
nine million hours in environmental projects 
and ranks number five in projects based on 
hours reported. The Environmental program is 
one of the best member recruiting tools we 
have. When you’re out working on  
environmental projects you’re being seen by 
the public. Environmental projects appeal to 
the younger members, as they and their chil-
dren will be the ones that inherit our  
environment. 
     It’s up to all of us to do what we can to 
help our environment. We believe as a 
group we can and do make a difference 
in the world around us!! 
 
Thank You! 
Environmental Co Chairs 
PDG Jack Riordan and Lion Randy Beaver 
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Catch’n the 
Lunker 

     I BELIEVE the Lions of 5M9 are having a great year!  After each club visit, I feel so proud to be a Lion. In each  
community, I learn of the many things a club has done for its area.  And, just when I am feeling so proud, I visit another 
club and I am “more proud” than before.  We hold our mid-winter convention and I feel “even more proud”.  Then, it  
happens again, with another club visit this past week. I have now resigned to the fact that being proud is a moving  
target, always expanding beyond previous boundaries.  Erin & I continue to learn and experience all the many  
wonderful things the 5M9 Lions are doing for their communities and the Lions organization.  We are all leaders in our 
communities, zones, district, and our multiple!  Thank you for all proud moments you create with your good deeds!  
     Procrastinate…  ‘to postpone doing something’!  If there was a Procrastinator’s Inc. Club, I would probably be a 
member in good standing.  I have found that I am not alone in this and so the next portion of my article is dedicated to 
all the Procrastinators, Daydreamers, Dawdlers, Feet Draggers, and Put Off ‘Til Tomorrow Lions!  This is your notice, 
the Lions’ year is three quarters over and we are running out of time, so… 
 
NOW IS THE TIME TO: 

Plan your tree planting project for the end of April, beginning of May.  See this month’s newsletter for an article on 
tree planting by our Environmental Chairs. 

Plan your LCI Service Project to Protect our Environment. 
Have your membership drive event and get your new members on board before all your summer projects begin.  

Start a new club near you, be a sponsor! 
Have your club elections and turn in your PU101 by April 15th. 
Plan for the upcoming College of Leadership and ALL the incoming Officers commit to attend, ride together in one 

car… like a Family! 
Plan on half your club members to attend the next zone meeting with you. 
 Just “ASK” someone to come with you to a meeting or work at a Lions project with you. 
Treat each other like FAMILY. 
Go through your tackle box, see what you will need for the upcoming fishing 

season, change the line on your reels, clean your reels and be ready for ice
-out! 

 
     I, too, am going through my checklist as District Governor.  Reviewing all the 
things that I need to take care of and making sure that all of them are also com-
pleted in a timely fashion.  5M9 Lions, you are the best and at this moment I could-
n’t possibly be “more proud” to represent you as your District Governor…  
Thank You! 
Catch ya on the Water, 
DG Bruce  

Parkers Prairie President Lion  
Mark Jaskowiak receiving IP Tam's  

personal pin from DG Bruce 

Whitefish Lion Diana Gallaway, Cross Lake Ideal Lion  
PDG Joe Doefler and new Cross Lake Ideal  

Member Bill Grunewald, and DG Bruce 

CROSS LAKE NEWS 
It was a big night for the annual Cross Lake Ideal Lions 

Christmas, New Years, Membership night in Cross 
Lake.  Whitefish Lion Diana Gallaway received the  

International Presidents Certificate of Appreciation. PDG 
Joe Doerfler received the International President's Medal 
for all his excellent work in the Lions.  PDG Joe was the 

sponsor of new Lion Bill Grunewald. Lion Joe has  
sponsored over 50 new members into the  

Lions over the years.  



     Can you believe this nice weather we have been having? 
Hope everyone is taking advantage of it and attending some of 
your neighboring Lions fund raisers and activities. We should all 
try very hard to support one another in each other’s activities. 
     The 93rd Multiple Convention will be held at the Grand  
Casino Convention Center at Hinckley, MN April 27th-29th, 
2012. The theme is Exploring Lions Pride.  It is hosted by the 
Princeton Lions Club. If interested you can go on the 5M9  
website and click on Multiple Dist 5M and get an application. 
Our past International President of 2010-2011 Sid L. Scruggs lll will be the Key note speaker at the Saturday evening 
Banquet. Wow, I don’t think that very often you can get an International President or a Past International President to 
come to your Multiple Convention. This is an honor for our Multiple to have him as our main speaker. 
     We will be having our College Of Leadership for ALL new officers of each club. It is very important that the new 
officers and anyone else from any of the clubs attend one of the sessions that we will have this spring. They will be on 
April 30that St. Joseph’s Catholic  Church in Crosby from 6 pm to 9 pm;  May 1st at the M-State College in Wadena 
from 6 pm. to 9 pm. and on May 2nd at MSCTC in Detroit Lakes from 6 pm to 9 pm.  This is a good opportunity for 
Lions to attend and find out what each officers job is so they will be well informed and know what is expected of them 
to hold that certain office. We will also have a general session where you can ask any question and someone will  
answer it for you. If you can stump them then it will be up to that Lion to research and find the answer for you. With 
having three locations, no one will have to travel very far to attend a meeting of Leadership. Our new Lions year will 
start on July 1, 2012. That’s when all new officers will take over their new jobs of service to their clubs and  
communities. Let’s be ready and hit the ground running! 
     Last but not least will be our 3rd round of Zone meetings. This is when each club will brag about their summer  
projects and fund raisers. Everyone will then know when and where they can go to have a great time and food. Let’s 
show our support to our zone chairs and attend in full force. 
     Thanks for your support and confidence in me to lead our great District in the upcoming year. Starting in July the 
oven will be on and the Buns baking. 
DGE Margaret Van Erp 
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Stitching Together  

the News of 5M9 
District Governor Elect 

Margaret Van Erp 

BELOW 
Nisswa Lions Sight Seekers Quartet  

sing to Lion Erin.    
L-R Lions Mike Edmunds,  

Lyle Stessenson, Tom Beaver,  
and Dick Sobiech 

ABOVE 
DG Bruce inducting  

Parkers Prairie New Lion 
Shawn Missner with Sponsor 

Lion Bruce Jahnke 

ABOVE 
DG Bruce presents Aldrich President Tom-

Bilek the clubs 25th Anniversary patch. 

CLUB REMINDERS & UPDATES 
·        Club elections MUST be completed by  
  April 15th 
·        Secretaries; update New Officers International  
 file before filing your PU 101 
·        Secretaries; file PU 101 (check addresses,  
  phone numbers, e-mail address and  
  spouse name for accuracy) 
PLEASE complete this ASAP after your elections so DGE 
Margaret can get the info to Multiple Secretary Lion Bob 

Harms. He will then update the District Directory. For 
assistance contact DGE Margaret at petemarg@arvig.net. 
****Special thanks to New York Mills Lions Club for their 
early completion of these tasks!!! 
 
DIRECTORY UPDATE 
                This year each club willhave the opportu-
nity to purchase a printed version of the District  
Directory from their Zone Chair. More information 
will follow in next months newsletter. 



 
 My club just finished hosting our 11th annual 
Mardi Gras and what a success it was. I want to 
mention that there was representation from 12  
different Lions clubs that attended, which was 
amazing. I BELIEVE that we should all support 
each other in all of our club events. Look on the 
5M9 website to see what is happening in our Dis-
trict.  
By now I hope that all clubs have their nominations of their slate of officers for the 2012-2013 term. Just  
remember that you need to have the voting done and sent to DGE Margaret by April 15th. Then after your  
election, make sure that they all take in the College of Leadership. It will be different this year with three  
different dates to choose from ~ April 30 (Crosby) ~ May 1 (Wadena) and May 2 (Detroit Lakes). Watch for the 
locations to named later.  
The last round of Zone meetings are in the making, so make sure to check your emails for that information 
from your Zone Chairs. Let’s have a great turn out at these meetings and support our DG Bruce as these will be 
his last as our District Governor. He should have some words of encouragement for all of us !  
The MD5M Multiple is coming up in April and will be held at Hinckley on April 27-29. Past International 
President Sid Scruggs will be the featured speaker and I am looking forward to that. How often do you get to 
meet an International President, past or present, so that alone should encourage you to go. And not only that, 
but these conventions are just like a family reunion, visiting with all the wonderful Lions that you have made 
part of your family.  
Remember to get your Spring tree planting plans together as they have to be reported to the International by 
May 1st for DG Bruce to get credit for them. My club, the Perham “Lakes” Lions, are going to our area schools 
and put on a program for the students about the importance of planting trees and present each one of them a 
tree to take home and plant.  
Once again, I want to thank all the Lions of 5M9, for their support and encouragement, as I continue my jour-
ney in Lions.  
Dutch Proverb of the Month ~ When butter 
gets too expensive, you learn to eat your bread 
dry.  
 
Pas goed op jezelf – 1st VDGE Don  
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 “WATTS” NEW 
in 5M9  

1st Vice District  
Governor Elect 

Donald Hendrickx  

1st VDGE Don & Lion Pat  
enjoying their clubs Mardi Gras .  

FUTURE LEADERS OF 5M9 
DGE Margaret and 1st VDGE Don 

Lions Randy and Judy Beaver,  
Lion Dick Kimball and his wife Raylene  
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Lion Dale Johansen of the Dalton, MN 
Lions was awarded the Lions Foundation 
of Manitoba and Northwest Ontario 
Hope Medal at the 5M-11 Mid-Winter 
Convention Feb 4, 2012 in Grand Forks, 
ND. This award was presented to Lion 
Dale in recognition of facing his demons 

and helping members of the military and their families 
reintegrate as functioning families and members of 
society through Project New Hope. 
 
The Hope Medal is a Canadian Honor and for an 
American to receive this award magnifies the honor 
that much more. 
  

TOGETHER—GIVE HOPE—WE SERVE 
How many diseases, how many disabilities and pain 
must a child or person endure in fear? 
 
The obligation we have together is to extend our 
hand to help with pride to make a dream or hope 
even for one life. 
 
Passion and compassion conquers reason of fears and  
torture, they cry for help but shed no tear. 
 
Embrace the little heroes when they smile, inherit 
their delight, reap the laughter of happiness then you 
can say… 

We Serve—We’ve Done Well. 

ABOVE 
PDG Dale Johansen is presented the Hope  

Award by PDG Gunter Zionn 



Page 6 Catch Your Dream 

UNDERSTANDING LIONS 
Whether you are a long time Lion’s member or new to your Lion’s club, everyone has had problems understanding 
Lion’s history, function or information at the local club level or at the District, Multiple or International level. Hopefully 
this article will answer those unending questions.  
 
What is a District Governor (DG)?  
And how did he get that job?  
First off, he/she is a Lion– just like everyone else. The District Governor is the person who oversees the District that 
your Lions Club is in for 1 year. Our District is 5M9 (5th Multiple, 9th District) meaning that each Multiple in the world has a 
number and within some Multiples there are Districts and ours has 12, numbered 1-13 (number 12 was divided between 2 
other districts and is no longer). The number 5 we are assigned has nothing to do with our size. If you placed MD5M at  
Minneapolis and laid it over the United States, we would reach geographically to Miami Florida. In Lions Members, we are the 
3rd largest Multiple in North America, placing us just behind Texas &Pennsylvania. To become a DG, you need to hold the 
Presidents position of your club and then a Zone Chairman‘s position or a District Secretary or Treasurer‘s position. 
You are then nominated at a District Convention (held in January every year within our District). Once voted in, it will 
take you 2 years to become District Governor. The first position you will hold is 2nd Vice District Governor (you are 
expected to attend all District Cabinet meetings & help with any areas the DG deems necessary). The following year 
you are a 1st Vice District Governor. You are expected to attend all District Cabinet meetings, help where needed and 
attend the 2 training sessions assigned by the Multiple to prepare you for District Governor. Your spouse is expected 
to attend the training sessions. At this point you will establish your District Cabinet to help you throughout your year, 
set your goals and budget. You attend the International Lions Convention– wherever it is held in the world– the end of 
June/beginning of July, finish your Governors training and are sworn in as District Governor. The International helps 
pay for most of your trip. Once home, you make plans to visit every club in your District– we have 73, attend 4  
Multiple Cabinet meetings a year, this makes for a very busy calendar. You also make friendships that will last a lifetime! 

POSTER CONTEST WINNERS 
Frazee High School students participated in Lions poster con-
tests at a recent convention in Mahnomen. Pictured above are 
8th graders Sarah Wendt and Morgan Laine with their Youth 
Outreach Posters, and 7th grader Brittany Lormis with her 
Youth Outreach poster and her Peace Poster. Vergas Lions 
president Dave Antonsen, Wolf Lake Lions treasurer Dean 
Mickelson and Frazee Lions president Rita Stelzer presented 
the girls with Walmart gift certificates from the Lions District  

and checks for $50 from their Lions club sponsor f 
or each poster they made.  

Bonnie Tweeton is the Frazee High School art instructor. 

 The Cass Lake Lions will again be holding their annual contest of 
guessing when the Dodge will take a plunge and drop to the  

bottom of the lake.  The winner will get a portion of the funds raised 
from the ticket sales. Cass Lake Lions Club put the truck on the ice 

near the Rest Area.  The truck took a break last year due to  
unsafe ice conditions. 

DG Bruce inducting Gateway Menagha Lion  
Mike Kern , with sponsor Lion Betty Hotakainen 



Page 7 Volume 15, Issue 8 -  FEBRUARY 2012 

Public Relations TIP 
Not sure how to write a news release for a newspaper, newsletter, etc.?  

Let Lions Clubs International help you. They have sample releases available on their website.  
Just go to www.lionsclubs.org and type “sample news releases” in the search box.   

There are both club and individual articles available – adapt them to fit your club needs. 

PINE RIVER LIONS CLUB 
     In the early 1980s the Pine River Lions Club, which was chartered in 1978,  
decided to provide a log shelter in the park alongside the Pine River as it flowed 
through Pine River. Committee members included Vic Rinke, Ricky King, Jim 
Geary, Al Hardy, Gary Moser, Bill Johnson and myself. This would be the first  
major project the new Pine River Lions Club would undertake. Members of the 
committee traveled to Grand Rapids to investigate a similar log shelter that had been 
built in a park beside the Mississippi River.  
     At the time, the Lions Club treasury did not have adequate funds to build such a 
shelter, but the committee forged ahead and decided to borrow the funds, approxi-
mately $15,000, and each member of the committee signed a personal guarantee 
that the loan would be repaid. Tom Holden, then owner of Red Pine Log Homes in 
Backus, was contracted to build the shelter out of Norway pine logs. The structure 
was erected and the Lions Club members attached the cedar shake shingles and 
poured and troweled the cement floor.  
     The shelter house was dedicated to the memory of long-time Pine River police-
man "Swede" Swendsen, who had died from a heart attack the year the shelter was 
completed. A ceremony was held during Summerfest to dedicate and open the 
building. To pay for the building, the Pine River Lions planted pine tree seedings 
for about 10 years. The Club received six cents per tree planted and over the years 

planted nearly one-half million pine trees in the Pine River area. The shelter house loan was paid in full as a result. Over 
the years the shelter house has been used for family reunions, Summerfest food festivals, church services, Boy Scout func-
tions, many organizational meetings and even a wedding or two.  
     In the summer of 2011, the shelter was reshingled by members of the Pine River Lions Club. The City of Pine River 
power-washed and restained the building. Additions have been added to the park over the years including a new play-
ground and a plan has now been drafted to improve the swimming beach, which will be adjacent to the shelter. 

 

The Lions shelter was built in 
1978 and in 2011 was reshingled, 
cleaned and restained. For over 
three decades the building has 

served the community for  
reunions, festival, church services 

and weddings. Plans to make  
additional improvements to the 

park area are underway. 

POSTER CONTEST WINNERS 
The Pine River Lions Club sponsors an annual poster contest for 
8th graders at Pine River-Backus. Students apply advertising and 

design principles to create posters that promote healthful  
activities and discourage the use of drugs and alcohol.  

Pictured are Brittany Schmid, 3rd Place;  
Kaitlyn Keefe, 2nd Place;  

Ashley Anderson, 1st Place  
and Allison Anderson, Grand Champion. 

Part of the hard working Pine River Lions Board of Directors 

RIGHT 
Pine River Lion  

Art Schmidt was the 
proud winner of the 

NORWEGIAN 
CHAIN SAW 

PINE 
RIVER 
LIONS 
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Please submit stories, photos with captions, ads and other material to the  
editor/diva before the 15th of the month for the following months newsletter. 

Catch Your Dream 
5M9 Newsletter 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This publication is of, 
by, and for the Lions, 

Lioness, & Leos of 
District 5M-9 

 
District Governor 
Bruce Beck (Erin) 
PO Box 74 
Palisade, MN 56469 
R: 218-845-2204 
thebecks@mlecwb.net 
 
District Governor 
Elect 
Margaret VanErp 
(Peter) 
38214 610th Ave 
Bluffton, MN 56518 
H: 218-385-3446 
petemarg@arvig.net 
 
1st Vice District 
Governor Elect 
Don Hendrickx (Pat) 
46590 Mosquito Lane 
Perham, MN 56573 
H: 218-346-5899 
hendelec@arvig.net 
 
Cabinet Secretary 
Tambrey Kullhem 
32538 470th St 
Palisade, MN 56469 
H: 218-845-2315 
tmkullem@yahoo.com 
 
District Treasurer 
Eldon Bergman (Vi) 
50726Wymer Lake 
Loop 
Frazee, MN 56544 
H: 218-334-5841 
elviberg@arvig.net 
 
Newsletter Editor/
Diva 
Tracey Buhl (Randy) 
102 Parkview Drive 
Vergas, MN 56587 
H: 218-342-2492 
5m9newsletter@gmail
.com 

 2012 DISTRICT 5M9 COLLEGE OF LEADERSHIP  
WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT LIONS ? 

GET YOUR NEW JOB STARTED OFF RIGHT!  
THE COLLEGE OF LEADERSHIP WILL PROVIDE YOU WITH THE TOOLS AND 

INFORMATION TO START YOUR NEW YEAR OFF ON THE RIGHT FOOT.  

DATES AND LOCATIONS INCLUDE:  
APRIL 30. CROSBY ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH 6:00 pm  

MAY 1. WADENA MINN. STATE COLLEGE 6:00 pm  
MAY 2. DETROIT LAKES—MSCTC, Hwy 34 6:00 pm  

WE WILL HAVE NEW AND RETURNING OFFICER TRAINING FOR  
PRESIDENTS, VICE-PRESIDENTS, SECRETARIES -  

(A TRAINING BOOK WAS OFFERED LAST YEAR, BRING THIS WITH YOU AGAIN.) 
TREASURERS AND MEMBERSHIP CHAIRS.  

WE WILL ALSO HAVE A SESSION ON PUBLIC RELATIONS &  
COMMUNICATION, NEWSLETTERS, WEBSITES, ETC.  

EVEN FACEBOOK.AND, A SESSION FOR TAIL TWISTERS.  
THEN…………. TO TOP IT OFF , YOU WILL HAVE AN OPPORTU-

NITY TO : “ MEET THE PRESS “ !!  
WE WILL HAVE A PANEL OF EXPERTS TO DISCUSS WHAT  

LIONS ARE REALLY ABOUT AND ANSWER THAT SPECIAL QUES-
TION YOU MAY HAVE ABOUT LIONS.  

SEE YOU THERE !  
PDG JIM ARVIDSON / GLT MOMDAD@MIDWESTINFO.COM 218-338-5051 

District 5M9 Governor,  

Bruce Beck  

the global leadership team 

And the global membership team 

Announce the creation of a 

“special” global award  

to recognize 1 club each year  

over the next 3 years for  

contributions and efforts to  

increase membership  

and promote leadership skills  

within the club, community 

and district 

See the previous pages for Criteria information. 

OSAGE PANCAKES & HEALTH SCREENING 
Hi fellow Lions, 

The Osage Lions Club is having it's Spring Pancake Feed and Health Screening.  
The event will be April 14, 2012 from 7:30 am to 11:00 am  

at the Osage Community Center on Cty 48 north of Rt. 34 in Osage.  
We will be doing Diabetes, Glaucoma and Blood Pressure screening as well.  

The pancake feed is a free will offering and all are welcome to come and join us. 
We will be coordinating this event with the Carsonville Fire and Emergency Re-

sponders open house. 
We welcome your support. 

Lion President Tom 
Dawn & Tom Caracio 


