
Volume 14,No. 9 • March 2011 Check out www.lionsof5m9.org and www.lionsmd5m.org

A Little Mardi Gras Fun

Linda Albrecht-Norby
5M9 District Governor

Leading Lions To A Healthier Future

You didn’t have to go to New Orleans to enjoy a little Mardi Gras
time. It was very much alive at the Lakes Lions/Perham’s 10th annual
Mardi Gras held at Mulligan’s Pub and Eatery on Friday, February 4th.
The crowd enjoyed the beautifully decorated room,complete with lots
of beads for everyone to wear. After a delicious dinner, MC’s Lions Don
& Pat Hendrickx, introduced dignitaries from their 5M9 District.
District Governor Linda Albrecht- Norby, District Governor Elect
Bruce Beck, 1st Vice District Governor Margaret VanErp and 2nd Vice
District Governor Don Hendrickx. Also in attendance, was representa-
tion from 13 different Lions clubs.

The crowd was amazed with Brodini and his comedy Magic show, as
he involved the audience with his magical tricks and still has everyone
asking “How did he do that?”

The Distinguished Service Award that evening went to Perham busi-
nessman,Kenny Nelson.He owns the KLN Enterprises. It includes
Tuffy’s Dog Food,Barrel O’Fun,and Kenny’s Candies. He was unable
to attend the event,but had a pre-recorded video in which he thanked
everyone for his award.The gift of $1,000.00,was provided to Kenny
from the Lakes Lions, Mulligan’s,Kit Masters and Hendrickx Electric.
Kenny announced that he will be giving the donation to the Perham
Food Shelf.

The evening ended with the drawing for the grand prize of $500.00,
which was won by Janet Schroeder and ½ hog prize went each to Gary
Senske and Michaela VandeSteek.

Kenny Nelson receiving his $1,000.00 monetary award and plaque
from Lakes Lions/Perham President,Gary Simpson.Kenny will
be donating the money to one his charities, the Perham Food
Shelf.

Attending the Mardi Gras were 5M9 2nd Vice District Governor
Elect Don Hendrickx from Perham, 1st District Governor Elect
Margaret VanErp from Bluffton, District Governor Elect Bruce
Beck from Palisade and District Governor Linda Albrecht-Norby
from Vergas.

First Dude Jay wondering where his fore head is ----
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As the March winds continue to
blow across the District,it reminds
us all that as bitter as our
Minnesota winters can be, the
Lions, Lioness and Leos have the
warmth to continue to Serve our
communities where help is needed.
I am very proud of the work that is
being done this year in 5M9! It
takes dedicated Lions, Lioness and
Leos to bring forth the gifts of
Hope, Help and Humanity where
the needs are greatest.

Open your eyes, hearts and
minds to your club and bring new
leadership that will guide you to
new horizons in your communities
and beyond.Fellow Lions, Lioness
and Leos there is more to this fan-
tastic world and look beyond your
community for new ideas and help

for your fellow mankind!
With April fast approaching, new officers will take the leadership of

your clubs and guide you all in new directions. Support these new
leader’s as their job is a difficult one. There have been many changes to
the Lions Organization over the years and more to come. Be accepting
of these changes and help your club to grow and prosper to new
heights. Yes, change is difficult, but it often helps to open our eyes to
new ideas and get our clubs moving to a different plateau.So many
times I have heard the words, “T his is the way we’ve always done it”.
We’ll it’s time to broaden our clubs and take a look at what is bogging
us down. Is it members that aren’t really members at all. They don’t
come to club meetings, don’t pay their dues, don’t help with service proj-
ects and are an anvil around the clubs neck. When your club is loosing
it’s Administration funds, do to members who aren’t there,it brings the

club down financially and takes the FUN out ofbeing able to attend the
Mid-Winter Convention or perhaps another special function ofthe club.
Membership is important,but we need members who want to help bet-
ter our communities and our clubs! Do a club assessment ofall the
members of the club and examine how to better your club. This assess-
ment will give you all a chance to see where help and improvements can
be made in your clubs. Now is the time to do this, with the new Leaders
stepping into their leadership roles. All and all we will all have healthier
clubs, members and protocol for running meetings.

In reviewing the reports from the different cabinet chairs,many of
the clubs have the availability to give out awards to deserving members
or citizens oftheir community. It is with great pride, that I commend all
the clubs of 5M9 for their hard work this past year. Look within your
club or community for that special person who has worked hard and
could be a recipient ofa Melvin Jones, Helen Keller, Diabetes Dream
Catcher, Hearing Foundation, Leader Dog, Youth Outreach, and more.
Melvin Jones was our Founder and what better way to say thank you,
then presenting a member with a special award for their hard work. Plus
it will knock their socks off when they receive it!!!!! Throughout the year,
I have had the pleasure to present many of these awards to many deserv-
ing members of the 69 Lion,3 Lioness and one Leo clubs in District 5M9.
If you’d like,I would love to give out one ofmy Purple Lion Awards when
I come to visit your club. Just let me know!

With votes cast at Mid-Winter, great Leadership is moving forward in
5M9. Support the new Leadership TEAM for 2011-2012 for I know
they will and are doing a great job for District 5M9.DGE Bruce Beck,
1st VDGE Margaret VanErp and 2nd VDGE Don Hendrickx will lead
you all to a year you won’t forget!

Oh yes, this month is the time for the wearing’of the GREEN! May
the sun shine upon your face and bring you a healthy life,the wind guide
you in new directions, the leprechauns bring wealth to your clubs for
serving your communities and you all continue to ‘Walk the Pathway of
Serve’ for the rest ofyour lives!
Happy St.Patty’s Day to All!!!!!!!!
District Governor Linda Albrecht-Norby

Linda Albrecht-Norby
5M9 District Governor

Newest Grandchild (5) of DG
Grandma Linda and 1st Dude
Grandpa Jay .
Talon Jason Schmitz
January 13,2011 at 9:12 pm
6 lbs. 12 oz. 19 1/2 inches 



“Walking
the path”

HEY… Everybody who has cabin-fever raise your hand! This past week,we have had temps in
the high 40’s.Some ofyou even saw low 50’s.I, for one, am ready for winter to be done. Our snow-
birds send us notes letting us know how nice the weather is in Fl, TX, and AZ; and,others are tak-
ing a spring break to the southern states, Mexico or the Caribbean while the rest ofus dog it out
and pray for an early Spring. Instead ofmoping around,it’s up to us to make some fun while we
wait for the warmer temps.

Since we all have an ‘itch’ to get out and do something, how about planning our Lions activities
for this Spring or Summer. Now is an excellent time to organize a new service project or fundrais-
er. By having it in March or April, you are not competing with every other organization in town or
nearby community for the weekend slot ofthings to do. Give your community ‘something’to be
at, go to, and just get out oftheir house! They all have cabin fever, too. Take advantage of it! What
a great opportunity to develop a ‘Signature Project’for your club. Many clubs have one, but to those
that don’t, now is the time to put your club in the forefront of your community. April is Leo Club
Awareness month,along with Earth Day on the 22nd,and Worldwide Induction Day for new
members on the 24th.April is also when IP Sid Scruggs wants every club to do the last project in
his Global Service Campaign,Protecting Our Environment.Many clubs in 5M9 are already doing
environmental projects - roadside trash pickup, recycling projects, community spring cleanups and
more.Make sure to include your environmental project in your monthly reports.

February and March are two of the best months to gain new members. It’s kinda like ice fish-
ing. The season is over for catching the big lunker walleyes and northern pike.But, it is the best
time to go after the crappies, sunnies, and perch - the ones you can always count on to be there,be
active and bite. You can find the same, in terms of membership, in your community. Find those
people who are always doing things, the ones who keep it going, the ones you can always count on.
These are some ofyour best candidates to bring into your club. As District Membership Chair, I
am pleased that numerous clubs have invited me to be part of their membership drive events in
February and March. Has your club got a membership event planned? What a great time to do this
when we are not as busy as the summer months. This also gives you time for new member
Orientation and help them ‘learn the ropes’of how your club and Lions work. Our MERLOW
team is here to help and only a phone call or email away. We want to help you succeed!

See ya ‘On-the-Water’,

DGE Bruce
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“Catch’n the Lunker”
1st Vice District Governor

Bruce Beck
March
5 Underwood Lions/ Lioness visit
14 Parkers Prairie Pride ofLions visit
19 Council ofGovernor’s
24 Zone 5 mtg Verndale Community Center
28 Breckenridge & Campbell Lions visit
29 Zone 9 Mtg Otter Tail Community 

Center

April 
7 Backus Lions visit
7-10  MD5M Regional Leadership 

Institute, Mahnomen
11 Guthrie-Nary Lions visit
12 Palisade Lions visit
16,17 & 18 DGE training
19 Aitkin/Aitkin Riverboat Lions visit
21 Zone 5 mtg
25 Baxter Lions visit
26 Ottertail Lions visit
29 Council ofGovernor’s Mankato
April 29 - May 1 MD5M Convention -
Mankato

May
9 Pequot Lakes/ Breezy Point Lions visit 
17 Longville Lions visit
24 Bay Lake Area Lions visit

June
13 Dalton Lions visit

July
4-8 Lions International Convention -
Seattle, WA

September
22-24 USA/Canada Forum

Anchorage,Alaska

Winning MD5M
Environment Picture

Tammy Anderson
Riverside Lions- Fergus Falls
This beautiful fox came out ofthe
woods to see me when I was way up
north. She was not afraid and we
spent about 30 minutes together. It
was such a big thrill for me. It
warmed my heart like you could not
believe!!!!
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By the time all ofyou read this newsletter it will be March already.
I’m not sure where the month ofFeb went to. I know it’s a short month
but the days are really flying now that we are getting closer to spring, our
college of Leadership, spring zone meeting and the Leadership Institute.

First on the list is our college of leadership. Since Easter is late this
year, then is the Multiple Dist Convention April 29th,30th and May 1st.
Next comes Mother’s Day May 8th and Fishing opener May 15th we
decided we had to do some Changes. So for this year we will be hold-
ing the College of Leadership on Wed. April 13th at the Bluffton
Community Center starting at 6 p.m. and ending about 8:30 to 9 p.m.
depending on questions and etc. Then on Thursday April 14th we will
do the same training at the Nisswa Community Center starting at 6 p.m.
also and ending about 8:30 to 9 p.m.again depending on questions and
etc. This will take the place ofthe large group that we have had other
years in Wadena.We will again have training sessions for the Presidents,
Secretaries, Treasurers and membership. Any other members are WEL-
COME and encouraged to attend.We can never educate ourselves too
much. By attending these training sessions we hope to help club mem-
bers to know the positions ofpresidents, secretaries, treasurers and
membership committees so that they are more willing to step forward
in their clubs and except these positions when they are open.

Our spring and last zone meetings for our Lion’s year are coming in
the next few months. Each club should try to make sure they have at
least their club officers in attendance. This is the time to take those new
members along so that they can hear what other clubs are doing. Please
let the zone chairs know how many from your club are coming. It is so
hard to plan meals when you don’t get the RSVP’s back.

Now to the Big report for each club each year. That is your PU 101
report. This is the report of your new club Presidents, Secretary’s,
Treasurers and membership chairs.According to International each club
is to complete their elections on or BEFORE April 15th of each year.
The secretary’s are to file their PU 101 immediately after the elections.
If you need any help PLEASE give me a call and I will gladly help you
do your report. When doing the PU 101 it will automatically go to
International. You do need to let DGE Bruce Beck and 1stVDGE
Margaret Van Erp know when you file this report or send the report to
them. Their e-mail addresses are for DGE Bruce is —
subdriver660@gmail.com 1st VDGE Margaret is petemarg@arvig.net
Then for the Governor’s contest send a copy to Lion Joyce Ramsay at
pjramsay@wcta.netIf for some reason we do not receive this report  by
the end ofApril we will be calling the President and or secretary to get
it. We have to get all ofthese officers to our Multiple Dist.Secretary so
that he can compile the 5M9 Directory so all ofus will get this on time.
So please get your elections done before April 15th.

The last but certainly not least is the Leadership Institute that is held
in Mahnomen.If you have any questions on the Institute please give
DG Linda a call.This is a great learning/training 3 days. I understand
we have 10 Lions going to this training. Super.

St i tch ing together
the news of  5M9

2nd Vice District Governor

Margaret Van Erp

Don’t know for sure what the weather is planning on doing tonight
but the wind is really blowing so guess I’ll go find a nice warm cozy
blanket and call it a day for now. Don’t forget to ask that neighbor,
friend or even your spouse to come and join your Lions club and give
a little ofthemselves to so many others in need or help. Lions are sewn,
One stitch at a time. If you don’t ask they don’t have t chance to say yes.

ZCA/ 1st VDGE Lion Margaret 

DG Linda Norby presented a Melvin Jones Award to
Judy Abts from Emily, Outing, Fifty Lakes Lions.

Emil y, Outing, 50 Lakes
Lions present awards

DG Linda Norby presented a Helen Keller Award to
Terry McNaughton from Emily, Outing, Fifty Lakes
Lions.
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Thanks to all ofyou who sold and bought tickets for the
2011 Mustang last summer the PNH representatives have
been able to travel and help approximately 20 states to either
have camps in their states or work on the structure needed
to add camps in their states. I recently traveled to West
Virginia and attended a Leadership conference attended by
160 Lions leaders of multiple Dist.29 (West Virginia) and
was very pleased to come away with assurance that they
would be working on getting PNH camps for their Veterans
and National Guard troops. I was very fortunate to meet
and visit with the commander ofthe WV National Guard
who was very excited about what we are doing and made the
statement that he “thought this was exactly what his troops
needed and what his troops need he will see that they get!”

I expect that when the General says that it will happen.This
has basically been the reception in all the states we have vis-
ited.We in 5M9 can be very proud of Lion Bruce Billington
and PDG Dale Johansen for coming up with the idea and
committing their energy to bring it to reality. Our goal of 60
by 16 (all 50 states and 10 Canadian Provinces by 2016) is
closer to reality daily as the program gains recognition and
more and more camps are taking place nationwide. Keep
your eyes open for any Vet who may need a boost to help
them back to society acceptability. Thanks again for all the
5M9 support you have all given Project New Hope.

submitted by PDG Dick Labraaten District Co-Chair PNH

Project New Hope Going Nationwide!!!

Satisfied Customer

Another satisfied customer enjoyed
pancakes at the Cass Lake Lions
breakfast. The club served pan-
cakes to approximately 50 cus-
tomers at the Senior Center in Cass
Lake.

This story is from the Cass Lake
Times year in review.

Lions
The community would not be the

smae without the dedication of the
Cass Lake Lions and Lake Country
Lions organizations. These two groups
work hard raising funds to help sup-
port many area projects along with
some scholarships for CL-B students.
The two organizations tireless effort is
an ongoing effort of their love for the
greater Cass Lake area.
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New Park Rapids Lions members
These are the first of six new
members resulting from the Park
Rapids Wine and Cheese event
they held on December 16.
Left-Right: Art Woods with spon-
sor Mike Bernick, Marie
Dearstyne with sponsor Zelda
Novak, Donovan Dearstyne with
sponsor Sue Monsrud, and Jim
Klamn with sponsor Edrick Clark.
If your club is interest in an event
like this call DGE Bruce Beck at
218-845-2204

Deer Creek Lions honored for service

Governor Linda Albrecht-Norby pre-
sented Norm Jahnke with a 20 year serv-
ice plaque.

Lance Wohlwend receiving 35 service
award plaque from Governor Linda

Jim Melcher’s 20 year plaque. Jim is also
a Charter Member of the Deer Creek
Lions.

On January 4th,2001 the Nisswa Lions came together to prepare
food for 75 kids and adults at the Nisswa Community Center. The next
day (January 5th,2011) the 13 volunteer Lions from the Nisswa Lions
Club went to Minneapolis and the Ronald McDonald House to serve 75
kids and parents.

There are 48 apartments which sleep six each and an outside organi-
zation provides the evening meal every day. These families have a child
with a life threatening illness and are being treated at the University of
Minnesota Hospital.

The Nisswa Lions volunteers had an opportunity to meet the staff
and tour the entire facility. Everyone had a wonderful time sharing and
caring and are looking forward to doing it again sometime soon.

The Nisswa Lions volunteers were Keith & Virgie Wright,Karen &
Ben Baloun,Cathy & Matt Linzbach,Jim & Shirley Dullum,Maryann &
Gordy Erickson,Ronnie & Dennis Morris, and Ann Bertrand.

This is one ofmany ways the Nisswa Lions provide help and service
to the community. The Nisswa Lions meet on the 2nd and 4th Monday
of each month.Lions club are a group of men and women who identi-
fy needs within the community and work together to fulfill these needs.
Most Nisswa area residents recognize the Nisswa Lions Pork-on-a-Stick.

trailer throughout the summer. For More information or to get involved
with the Nisswa Lions Club, contact Ted Dullum at 963-2452.

Nisswa Lions Helping Families in Need

The Nisswa Lions are all smiles, knowing what they are doing is
helping a family in need.
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The Underwood Lions, together with the Underwood American
Legion,are planning several events to benefit Quilts of Valor. The main
event will take place at the Underwood American Legion starting at
11:00 on St.Patrick’s Day, March 17th.Irish stew and corned beefand
cabbage will be served and there will also be a silent auction,a bake sale
and a wine tasting on that day. The Lions are raffling a $350 handmade
quilt plus cash prizes.

Quilts of Valor is a “grass roots,” non-profit organization that hon-
ors our military personnel by making quilts for injured service men and
women who are recovering in hospitals in the United States. Fabric, bat-
ting and thread are either donated or purchased at the quilter’s own
expense. Over the years,these volunteers have made hundreds ofquilts
and sent them to injured military personnel in various hospitals. Our
local groups have been sending quilts to the Veteran’s Hospital in Fort
Knox, Kentucky. Last year, at the personal invitation of the
Commander, they traveled to that hospital to present their quilts in per-
son.They were told then how much it means to these wounded soldiers
that they would come to present their quilts in person.They have been
invited to travel to three military hospitals in the San Antonio, Texas,
area this year. They hope to make the trip in the Fall.

Our local Quilts ofValor group has donated a quilt worth $350 for
the raffle, the drawing for which will take place on St.Patrick’s Day at
the Underwood American Legion at 7:00 in the evening. First prize in
the raffle is this beautiful quilt plus $100 in cash,second prize is $300,

third prize $100,4th prize $75.Raffle tickets are $5 each or a book of5
for $20.

Everyone is invited to join us in Underwood on St.Patrick’s Day,
March 17 for good food and lots offun and to support a very worthy
cause.

If your club would like to donate to Quilts ofValor, send the dona-
tion to the Underwood Lions, PO Box 76,Underwood,MN 56586,and
note “Quilts ofValor” in the memo field.

For more information or to purchase raffle tickets, please call
Gordon or Mary Hanson at 218-826-6728.

Underwood Lions Plan Benefit for Quilts of Valor

Fergus Falls Lions presenting a Grant of $500 from Walmart for
the Food Drive Project held in conjunction with the Fergus Falls
High School.
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Join Us at the 

“Bend in the River”
92nd MD5M Convention
April 29, 30,May 1,2011

Verizon Wireless Center, Mankato, MN
Hosted by 5M2

Greetings Multiple District 5M Lions, Lioness, and Leos:
You are invited to join us at the “Bend in the River” in Mankato, Minnesota for the annual Multiple 5M convention from April 29 until May 1,2011.

A weekend of information, fun,meals, entertainment,and dancing is planned.Guests are welcome.
Early registration for the hospitality book goes until March 1,2011 for $86.00 (USD).After March 1,the hospitality book is $93.00 (USD).There

is no charge for the Friday night mixer, which includes snacks, cash bar, and music by the Rock’in Hollywoods. Individual meals on Saturday and
Sunday can be purchased separately. A registration form is available on the 5M Multiple website at www.lionsmd5m.org, or in the 2010-11 5M
Multiple directory.

Hotel registration will use a separate form from the the convention registration form and can also be found on the Multiple 5M website. The
main hotels are the Mankato City Center Hotel and the Hilton Garden Inn,both of which are connected by skyway to the Mankato Verizon
Wireless Convention Center. The Mankato Best Western Hotel and the Holiday Inn Express are alternate hotel sites and will offer shuttle service
to the Convention Center. Special room rates will apply for reservations made before March 29,2011.

Lions project tables and tables for pin traders are $25.00 (USD) per table. Contact PDG Mike Vos to reserve a table at mike@vosconstruc-
tion.com,or by calling 507-326-5852.

Registration for the Council ofGovernors will begin on Thursday evening, April 28.Registration and credentials will be available Friday and
Saturday. Friday evening there will be a memorial service honoring past Lions. The Friday night mixer and entertainment follows the memorial serv-
ice. Saturday there will be the business meeting, Lions seminars,and the banquet followed by entertainment.A raffle room will be open Friday and
Saturday. The weekend concludes with Sunday brunch with a featured speaker.

If you have questions, please contact MD5M Convention co-chairs PID Maynard Rucks (king70@frontiernet.net,507-964-2733) or Lion Nancy
Mathwig (nmathwig@hotmail.com,507-964-5765).

Relief, it’s gone

It is with much “r elief” that we announce the loss of1st Dude
Jay’s ponytail! His curly gray ponytail expired it’s hair growth at
9:15 am on January 3,2011.
Please send your condolences to Lion Jay for his loss! It couldn’t
of happen to a nicer ponytail and it has gone on to be wig for a
deserving person for “Locks of Love.”
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2011 District 5M9 College of Leadership

Greetings all,
The date for this years’District 5M9 College of Leadership was a challenge, but we finally have

it locked in.We were up against having to find a new location with last year’s tornado in
Wadena,a late Easter, the 5M Multiple Convention,Mother’s Day,and Fishing Opener.

Instead ofa weekend this year, the training will be offered mid-week.The first night will be in
Bluffton and the next night at Nisswa.

Wednesday, April 13,2011
Bluffton Community Center, Bluffton

6:30 pm to 8:30-9 pm

Thursday, April 14,2011
Nisswa Community Center, 25628 Main St.,Nisswa

6:30 pm to 8:30-9 pm

The College of Leadership this year will only be offering classes for the following incoming
officers;Presidents, Secretaries, Treasurers, Membership Chair, and Zone Chairs. Everyone is

invited to attend if considering one ofthose positions. Sorry for not making it on a weekend
and having an expanded class selection.We hope that the 2012 College of Leadership will get
back on track to our previous schedule. We look forward to meeting and working with all the

incoming Officers.Pick up some good training and to answer any questions you may have
about your Office. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

See you at our training,

DGE Lion Br uce Beck, email: subdriver660@gmail.com or Ph:218-845-2204


