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Cass Lake Lions, Don Dorn celebrate

60 years of Lionism
“What would Cass Lake be like today

if the Cass Lake Lions Club wouldn’t
have been here?”That was the question
guest speaker Past District Governor
Robert Vokes asked the crowd at the
60th Anniversary of the Cass Lake
Lions Club.

Vokes said,“the Cass Lake Lions Club
exemplifies what a good Lions member
should be.”

What makes the Cass Lake Lions so
successful?

They have one major service project
every year and one major fund raiser

every year. Their club meetings are fun.New club officers every year.
The Cass Lake Lions Club has sponsored four Lions Clubs,

Laporte/Benedict,Walker, the original club in Pine River, and the Cass
Lake Lake Country and one Lioness Club, Cass Lake. The members work
outside oftheir club, many have served on the District 5M9 Cabinet.

The most important thing the Cass Lake Lions Club has done over
the past 60 years,they have change with the times. They use to cut pulp-
wood as a fund raiser in the 1950’s. As members change, so do ideas.
They now raise funds with pancake breakfasts, turkey and sauerbraten
dinners and the revived car through-the-ice project.

This club has strong leadership. They have had four Past District
Governors, Lyle Chisholm in 1973,Richard Labraaten in 1979,Donald
Dorn in 1993 and Judy Brasgalla,the first woman Governor in District
5M9,in 2000.All of these Lions have shown a positive can do attitude,
they build on their strengths and they recruit new members.

To answer the earlier question,the community of Cass Lake would
be like the town in “It’s a Wonderful Life” with no Cass lake Lions Club.
No one would build the park, pick up the road ditches, purchase eye
glasses for the needy,have the “Eye Ball”dance to raise funds for Sight
Conservation and so many more things.

“The Cass Lake Lions Club leaves a wonderful legacy for the future
of Cass Lake and their children.” Vokes said.

The Cass Lake Lions presented a Melvin Jones Fellowship to 43 year
member Neil Ramsey.Lion of the Year was presented to Tom Prosser.
This was his second time winning this honor.

Governor Annette Contos gave a Certificate of Appreciation from
5M9 to First Lady Ruth Dorn. Governor Annette then surprised Past
District Governor and Cass Lake Lions Charter Member Don Dorn
with an International President’s Certificate of Appreciation for his 60
years of service.

Speaker PDG Robert Vokes

Above: Governor Annette Contos
presenting Charter Member and
PDG Don Dorn with an
International President’s
Certificate of Appreciation.
Right: Governor Annette present-
ed Ruth Dorn with a District
Appreciation award.
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I want to start my year off on the right foot.
Hello to all ofthe Lions, Lioness and Leo’s of District 5M9.(I

goofed last month and I owe a big Thank you to Lioness/Lion Betty
for pointing that out to me).

I had planned on mowing our lawn today but the weather man
decided that I needed to write my article for the newsletter so I
would get it to Lion Bert before we leave. I may have to call the
weather man and tell him to save some ofthe rain for the months of
July and August.

Lion Margaret and I attended the Verndale Lioness Memorial Day
Breakfast.Those ofyou who could not attend missed out on a very
delicious breakfast.

Last Monday night,we were in Guthie-Nary to induct three new
members and install their new club officers for 2008-2009.We enjoyed a
great meal and good fellowship
with the club members.

Tomorrow we will be in the
process ofpacking our suit-
cases to go to Bangkok,
Thailand for more DG train-
ing and the International
Convention where I will then
officially become your District
Governor on June 27th,2008.
So by the time you get and
read this newsletter we will be
back and off running to do
our Governor duties for 5M9.

In this month’s newsletter
you will find the request form
for the Governor’s visit.Even
if you have talked to me about

the date please fill out the request form and send it to Lion Margaret
as soon as you can as she is keeping our calendar. We will reply to
you and confirm your date or arrange a different date if your first
date has already been taken by another club. We have received sever-
al requests already so get your requests in soon.

Keep an eye on “Pete’s Places to be”in the upcoming year
newsletters for the dates that are already filled.

The first cabinet meeting for 2008-2009 will be in Park Rapids on
Sunday, August 10th.Cabinet members will be getting a notice at a
later date as to where, when and time.

Until next month,let’s begin our new year with the digger in the
ground ready to cultivate and let our service grow.

DG Peter Van Erp

District Governor Elect at work
District Governor Elect Peter VanErp installs three new members for the Guthrie Nary Lions Club. L-R
Lion Angela Jobe sponsored Curt Corrick; Lion Joan Rust sponsored Cassy Clairmont; Matthew
Henriksen sponsored by Lion Joe Beevor and DGE Pete VanErp. The other highlights of the meeting
included installation of the 08-09 officers and the second year anniversary of the club’s Charter.



Pete’s
Places
to be

July
19 Council ofGovernors mtg, Alexandria
27 Bluffton Ladies Luncheon

July
3 Parkers Prairie parade & Car Show
10 5M9 Cabinet mtg, Park Rapids
14-17 Trip to LCI headquarters in
Oakbrook,IL & Leader Dog, Rochester, MI

September
16-20 USA/Canada Lions Leadership
Forum,Saskatoon,SK,Canada
21-24 Visit relatives in Canada
25-30 Visit our Daughter and son-in-law
and Grandchildren in Lewistown,MT

October
12 PDG Annette’s Award Day
and Mini Forum
13 Osage Lions 25th Anniversary
17-18 Council ofGovernors mtg,
Mahnomen
24 Bluffton 4 wheeler raffle
25 Thanksgiving for Vision- Mpls
26 5M9 Cabinet mtg, Bluffton
27 Bluffton Lions visit

November
7-9 Deer Hunting
10 Wadena Lions visit
27 Thanksgiving Day with our family

January
9-11 5M9 Mid-Winter Convention,
Mahnomen
14 New York Mills visit

February
21 Underwood Lions & Lioness visit

March
21 Council ofGovernors mtg
29 5M9 Cabinet mtg (where?)

“CLASSIC” We are all familiar with Classic Automobiles and other Vehicles, of which I am
very fond of.

We have heard of Classical Music, Art and Literature.
But the definition I want to refer to in this column is the Classic Stories ofthe Lions in District

5M9.We all know about the great programs and projects available to us from Lions International,
but the real “Classics”are the stories about what Local Lions do for their communities.

For my first story, I need to tell you about the Parkers Prairie Lions, where I have been a mem-
ber for over 20 years. They are a special group who like to have fun,but also work hard to support
several youth and community activities. Last year, they fulfilled a ten year dream ofhelping the
community build the “Prairie Event Center.” I need to give them a huge Thank You for encour-

aging and supporting me to become
Vice District Governor. They really
are a “Class Act.”

But, they aren’t the only Lions
Club in town. I am very proud of
the NEW  Parkers Prairie. Pride of
Lions. In only one year, they have
proven that they are a huge asset to
their community.

Another story in the making is
the Campaign for the Hospice

House in Fergus Falls, which District Governor Peter introduced to you last month.A full story
about this much needed facility appears elsewhere in this newsletter. Thanks to Zone Chair Ginny
Paulson for initiating this Campaign.

The other great story in my life is about my family who have been an inspiration to me. Linda
and I have been married 37 years and we have three children who all live in the Parkers Prairie area.
By the way,I’m Scandinavian so expect a few ‘Uffda’ jokes once in awhile.

Linda and I look forward to a “Classic”journey this year with DG Peter and his ‘partner’ in
Service, 1st Lady Margaret. Congratulations to PDG Annette for leading us this past year. She
showed all ofus what “True Grit” is!

Linda and I are honored to have been selected to Serve as your Vice District Governor.
Thanks to all ofyou.

VDG James Arvidson

OLE says : Life is a Journey, Enjoy the Ride!
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Parade Marching Bands Wanted
If you have a marching band that you would like to recommend for the

Lions Clubs International parade in Minneapolis 2009.Please contact
the band director that you would like them to participate. Then get the
Band Directors name, and address, or email to me ASAP so that a band
application can be mailed.The marching bands usually plan one year in
advance.
Thanks, Lion Keith Johnson  320-593-3731 kmjohn@hutchtel.net
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Zone 1 Chair:
Frank McLean (Barbara)
34516 Beaver Trl
Peqout Lakes, MN 56472
R:218-568-5803
C:218-831-2965
mclean.1@hotmail.com
Clubs:
Baxter Lions
Brainerd Lions
Brainerd Lakes Lions
Merrifield Lions
Nisswa Lions
Pequot Lakes Breezy Point Lions
Pillager and Area Lions

Zone 2 Chair:
Bruce Beck (Erin)
P.O. Box 74
Palisade, MN 56469
R:218-845-2204
thebecks@mlecwb.net
Clubs:
Aitkin Lions
Aitkin Riverboat Lions
Bay Lake & Area Lions
Cuyuna Range Lions
Deerwood Lakes Lions
Garrison Lions
Hill City Lions
McGregor Lions
Palisade Lions
DeCuBa Leos Club

Zone 3 Chair:
Robert Anderson (Becky)
503 River St
Pine River, MN 56474
R: (218) 587-5822
C: (218) 232-2979
amagic32@msn.com
Clubs:
Backus Lions
Crosslake Ideal Lions
Crosslake Ideal Whitefish Lions
Emily Outing 50 Lakes Area Lions
Hackensack Lions
Longville Lions
Northland-Remer Lions
Pine River Lions

Zone 4 Chair:
Maria Patton (Ralph)
60th Ave NW
Cass Lake,MN 56633
R: (218) 335-6627
redtig@paulbunyan@net
Clubs:
Akeley Lions
Cass Lake Lions
Cass Lake Lake Country Lions
Guthrie-Nary Lions
Laporte Benedict Lions
Nevis Lions
Park Rapids Lions
Walker Lions

Zone 5 Chair:
Randy Beaver (Judy)
11453 185th Ave.
Verndale, MN 56481
R:218-445-5633
C:218-640-1220
r_beaver_2000@yahoo.com
Clubs:
Aldrich Lions
Bertha Lions
Bluffton Lions
Deer Creek Lions
Hewitt Lions
Verndale Lions
Wadena Lions
Hewitt Lioness
Verndale Lioness
WDC/Bluffton Leos Club

Zone 6 Chair:
Walt Sowers (Lucille)
8498 56th St.SW
Verndale, MN 56481
R:218-397-2378
lazysranch@brainerd.net
Clubs:
Gateway Menahga Lions
Leader Lions
New York Mills Lions
Nimrod Lions
Osage Lions
Sebeka Lions
Wolf Lake Lions

Zone 7 Chair:
Jim Johansen (Carol)
8103 210th St.N
Hawley,MN 56549
R:218-483-1121
B: 612-708-4037
jkjohansen@juno.com
Clubs:
Callaway Lions
Cormorant Lions
Detroit Lakes Lions
Frazee Lions
Lake Park Lions
Perham Lions
Perham Lakes Lions
Vergas Lions

Zone 8 Chair:
Ginny Paulson (Sandy)
740 E.Adolphus Ave.
Fergus Falls, MN 56537-3706
R:218-736-5109
gspaul@prtel.com
Clubs:
Breckenridge Lions
Campbell Lions
Dalton Lions
Elizabeth Lions
Fergus Falls Daybreakers Lions
Pelican Rapids Lions
Underwood Lions
Underwood Lioness

New Zones in 5M9

Zone 9 Chair:
Cindy Joerger (Joe)
46046 Brandborg Creek Rd
Henning, MN 56551
R:218-583-3549
jjoerger@yahoo.com
Clubs:
Battle Lake Lions
Dent Lions
Henning Lions
Ottertail Lions
Parkers Prairie Lions
Parkers Prairie Pride Lions
Richville Lions
Urbank Lions

By Jason Adkins, Detroit lakes newspapers
Dixi Jacobs didn’t expect to be honored for his

work with the Lions Club in Lake Park.
But with all the time and effort Jacobs has put in

since joining the Lions in 1982,his award for Lions
Club Lion ofthe Year was bound to happen.

“I’m very humbled,” Jacobs said.
The award,voted on by his fellow local club mem-

bers,isn’t new to the family. Jacobs’wife Ellie won the
award two years ago.

It isn’t about getting a plaque that motivates
Jacobs. He just wants to do some good in the world.

“I just try to help,” he said.
Part of the projects that the Lake Park club does is

donating eyeglasses to send down to Mexico. Jacobs
admits that his role is being part of a cog in a big
machine that gets the job done.

“We make a
difference in
some things,”
Jacobs said,
“ E v e r y b o dy
works together.”

One aspect
that has helped
the Lake Park
club is women
joining. Lions
clubs started admitting women as members in 1987.

Jacobs said that the Lake Park club was in danger
of folding - dropping from about 18 members to six
or seven. He said that the advice of the national
organization was to get wives involved.And they have
been a big help.

Jacobs is Lion of the Year

Dixi Jacobs
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Parkers Prairie, Minn.-July 1,marks the beginning ofa partnership
campaign with Lakeland Hospice Home Care and the District 5M9
Lions to help fund a Hospice House in Fergus Falls that will serve ter-
minally ill persons and their families.

Lakeland Hospice was founded in Fergus Falls in 1984 as the area’s
first provider of hospice care to people diagnosed with a terminal ill-
ness. Currently, Lakeland Hospice provides healthcare to over 65
patients per day in their homes. The Hospice House will provide a place
where people unable to receive necessary care in their home will be
given exceptional end-of-life healthcare.It will provide round-the-clock,
clinical and family support combining state of the art medical technol-
ogy with all the comforts of home. The Hospice House provides the
patient’s family with a place to stay as well as bereavement services and
compassionate care and sup-
port during their difficult time.

The goal of the Hospice
House is to provide extraordi-
nary healthcare to every patient,
promoting independence, com-
fort, and dignity through all
stages of life. Hospice isn’t
about dying; it’s about living
each day to the fullest.Cicely
Saunders,the founder ofthe modern Hospice movement said,“At the
end of the day, you matter because you are you.You matter to the last
moment ofyour life,and we will do all we can not only to help you die
peacefully, but to live life until you die.”

The house will be our region’s first residential hospice facility. The
closest facility of its kind is over 120 miles from Fergus Falls. People in
the counties ofOtter Tail, Grant, Clay, Becker, Wadena,Wilkin,
Traverse, Douglas, Stevens, Pope, Swift and Roberts County, SD will
benefit from the wonderful care hospice house has to offer.

The hospice house will be staffed 24 hours a day by an interdiscipli-
nary team that includes nurses, social workers, home health aides,
bereavement counselors, chaplains, and volunteers. The house will

include an eight-bed residence, large great room with fireplace, an
aquarium,piano, sunroom, chapel, kitchen, dining areas, library, rec
room,and beautiful gardens overlooking Opperman Lake and the city
of Fergus Falls.

Care is paid for by Medicare and Medicaid and almost all health insur-
ances cover the actual end-oflife care provided by Lakeland Hospice, includ-
ing all visits from nurses, home health aides, social workers, chaplains and
volunteers as well as all the medications, equipment,and supplies related to
the patient's diagnosis. Thanks to the generous support of the communities
and families we serve,Hospice House is able to care for every eligible patient,
regardless ofinsurance status or ability to pay. Room and board is on a pri-
vate pay basis with a sliding fee scale based on income.

District 5M9 Lions have set a goal to raise $75,000 for this 2.2 mil-

lion dollar project with the help ofclubs in District 5M9 as well as sur-
rounding districts. Once raised, the Lion’s Club International
Foundation (LCIF) will provide a matching grant of $75,000 that will
also go to the Hospice House. The LCIF has provided grants for local
projects in our district including the rebuilding of the Parkers Prairie
City Hall.Over $600,000 has already been raised to aid this project
through other organizations.

Tammy Anderson,Lakeland Hospice Foundation Fund Development
Coordinator is available to make presentations and answer questions
about the Hospice House project.You can contact her at 218-998-1423
or E-mail her at Tanderson@lakelandhospicehomecare.org.

Send your club’s contribution to the District Treasurer,PDG Dale Johansen.

District 5M9 Lions announce campaign to fund
Hospice House in West Central Minnesota

Tom Prosser (center) was presented the Cass Lake ‘Lion of the
Year’ award by last year’s winner Vern Raehsler (left) and Past
District Governor Dick Labraaten

Neil Ramsey (center) was presented a Melvin Jones Fellowship by
PDG Dick Labraaten (right) at the Cass Lake Lions Club 60th
Anniversary. Neil’ s spouse and Cass Lake Lake Country Lion
Nancy helped.



5M9’s 2008-2009 Governor’s Cabinet
District Governor
Peter VanErp
(Margaret)
38214 610th Ave.
Bluffton, MN 56518
R:218-385-3446
C:218-639-5236
petemarg@arvig.net

Vice District
Governor
Jim Arvidson( Linda)
10858 625th Ave.
Parkers Prairie, MN
56361-9611
R:218-338-5051
Fax:218-639-5323
momdad@midwest-
info.com

Cabinet Secretary
Carol Thaemert
P.O. Box 223
Aitkin, MN 56431
W: 218-768-4653
C:952-393-4045
cethaemert@char-
ter.net

Cabinet Treasurer
Dale Johansen
(Betty)
21008 Cty. Hwy 35
Underwood,MN
56586
R:218-826-6834
dalebet@prtel.com

Immediate Past
District Governor
Annette Contos
1630 North Park #2
Fergus Falls, MN
56537
R:(218) 739-3139
cell 218-770-9264
acontos@prtel.com

Zone Chair Advisor
Margaret VanErp
(Pete)
38214 610th Ave.
Bluffton, MN 56518
R:218-385-3446
C:218-639-5236
petemarg@arvig.net

Zone 1 Chair:
Frank McLean (Barbara)
34516 Beaver Trl
Peqout Lakes, MN 56472
R:218-568-5803
C:218-831-2965
mclean.1@hotmail.com

Zone 2 Chair:
Bruce Beck (Erin)
P.O. Box 74
Palisade, MN 56469
R:218-845-2204
thebecks@mlecwb.net

Zone 3 Chair:
Robert Anderson (Becky)
503 River St
Pine River, MN 56474
R: (218) 587-5822
C: (218) 232-2979
amagic32@msn.com

Zone 4 Chair:
Maria Patton (Ralph)
14297 60th Ave NW
Cass Lake,MN 56633
R: (218) 335-6627
radtig@paulbunyan@net

Zone 5 Chair:
Randy Beaver (Judy)
11453 185th Ave.
Verndale, MN 56481
R:218-445-5633
C:218-640-1220
r_beaver_2000@yahoo.co
m
Zone 6 Chair:
Walt Sowers (Lucille)
8498 56th St.SW
Verndale, MN 56481
R:218-397-2378
lazysranch@brainerd.net

Zone 7 Chair:
Jim Johansen (Carol)
8103 210th St.N
Hawley,MN 56549
R:218-483-1121
B: 612-708-4037
jkjohansen@juno.com

Zone 8 Chair:
Ginny Paulson (Sandy)
740 E.Adolphus Ave.
Fergus Falls, MN 56537-
3706
R:218-736-5109
gspaul@prtel.com

Zone 9 Chair:
Cindy Joerger (Joe)
46046 Brandborg Creek
Rd
Henning, MN 56551
R:218-583-3549
jjoerger56551@yahoo.com

ALERT Program
Jim Arvidson (Linda)
10858 625th Ave.
Parkers Prairie, MN 56361-9611
R:218-338-5051
Fax 218-639-5323
momdad@midwestinfo.com

ALERT Program
Carroll Kukowski (Adolph)
17380 Battle Point Rd
Deerwood,MN 56444
R:218-678-0005
C:218-821-4111
carroll@kukowski.com

Camp KACE
Don Hendrickx (Pat) 
46590 Mosquito Lane
Perham,MN 56573-8802
R: (218) 346-5166
B: (218) 371-0051
phend@arvig.net        

Chaplin
Sister Char Grossman
719 Cavour Ave.E #8
Fergus Falls, MN 56537
R: (218) 739-5689
B: (218) 739-7370
Fax:218-739-7743
sischar@prtel.com

Constitution/Byla ws
William Wilson (JoAnne)
PO Box 23
Sebeka,MN 56477
R: (218) 837-5764
jwwilson@wcta.net

Conventions
Ardean Brasgalla (Judy)
PO Box 607
Cass Lake,MN 56633
R: (218) 335-6422
jabrass@paulbunyan.net

Diabetes
Len Johnson (Marge)
413 7th St.NE
Perham,MN 56573
R:218-346-7088
lmj@arvig.net

Diabetes
Jim Bergstrom
5300 Forest Ridge Rd
Garrison,MN 56450
R:320-692-5148
jimbarb1@frontiernet.net

Environmental
Ardean Brusgalla (Judy)
PO Box 607
Cass Lake,MN 56633
R: (218) 335-6422
jabrass@paulbunyan.net

Environmental
Jack Riordan (Joan)
PO Box 38
Fifty Lakes, MN 56448
R: (218) 763-3339
riordan@emily.net

Governor’s Contest
Terri Smith (Ross)
PO Box 62
Vergas, MN 56587-0062
R: (218) 342-2888
B: (218) 342-2888
FAX: (218) 342-2888
C: (218) 731-7143
tlsmith@eot.com

Hearing Aid Project
Jack Heule (Kathy)
15805 Blueberry Hill Rd
Deerwood,MN 56444
R: (218) 678-2150
jackathy@emily.net

Hearing / Service Dogs
Linda Altergott (Tom)
PO Box 201
Deerwood,MN 56444
R: (218) 534-3237
laltergott@hotmail.com

Hearing  / Service Dogs
Paul Ramsay (Joyce)
16596 Wolf Pack Rd
Menahga,MN 56464-2038
R:218-538-6694
pjramsay@wcta.net

Honorary / Advisory
Judy Brasgalla (Ardean)
PO Box 607
Cass Lake,MN 56633
R: (218) 335-6422
jabrass@paulbunyan.net

Honorary / Advisory
William Wilson (JoAnne)
PO Box 23
Sebeka,MN 56477
R: (218) 837-5764
jwwilson@wcta.net

Inf ormation Forum
Bert Nelson (Pam)
40606 Cty Hwy 67
New York Mills, MN 56567
R: (218) 385-3956
B: (218-346-5900
FAX: (218) 346-5901
bertnelson@lakesplus.com



Inf ormation Forum
Carroll Kukowski (Adolph)
17380 Battle Point Rd
Deerwood,MN 56444
R:218-678-0005
C:218-821-4111
carroll@kukowski.com

Inf ormation Forum
Annette Contos
1630 N. Park St.Apt. #2
Fergus Falls, MN 56537-1058
R:218-739-3139
C:218-770-9264
acontos@prtel.com

LCIF
Vernon Raehsler
P.O. Box 1055
225 4th St.NE
Cass Lake,MN 56633
R:218-368-8776

LCIF
Steve Swantz (Shirley)
15015 Damsgaard Road
Deerwood,MN 56444-8816
R: (218) 678-9771
sswantz@mlecmn.net

Leader Dogs
Dick Kimball (Raylene)
15655 Deerwood Loop
Park Rapids, MN 56470-2778
218-732-8125
dickkimball@gmail.com

Leader Dogs
David Petry (Tracy)
34777 363rd Place
Aitkin, MN 56431
R:218-927-6905
dpetry@mlecmn.net

Lioness Liaison
Gloriann Tritsch (Steve)
48760 145th Ave
Verndale, MN 56481
R:218-924-2486
B: 218-632-8762
Fax:218-631-7511
gloriann.tritsch@
tricountyhospital.org

LEHP
John Fischer (LaVonne)
17969 St Hwy 34
Park Rapids, MN 56470-5017
218-732-4104
fischersonlong@unitelc.com

LEHP
Armand Radke (Maricels)
1044 Summit Ave
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501
R: (218) 846-1949
B: (218) 846-2258
FAX: (218) 846-2251
armondradke@meritcare.com

Leo Clubs/Quest/Youth Outreach
Jeanne Roggenkamp
406 Prospect St.
PO Box 84
Bluffton, MN 56518-0084
R:218-385-2619
B: 218-385-3777
jroggenkamp@arvig.net

Leo Clubs/Quest/Youth Outreach
Marjorie (Mohs) Harrison
13222 176th St.
Wadena,MN 56482
R: (218) 631-2677

Leo Clubs/Quest/Youth Outreach
Jack Riordan (Joan)
PO Box 38
Fifty Lakes, MN 56448 
R: (218) 763-3339
riordan@emily.net

MD5M Hearing Foundation
Joseph Doerfler (Shirley)
14609 Big Pine Trl.
Crosslake,MN 56442
R:218-692-2122

MD5M Hearing Foundation
Ken Anderson (Gloria)
844 7th St SW 
Wadena,MN 56482
R: (218) 631-9005
glo_ken@hotmail.com

Long Range Planning
Dale Johansen (Betty)
21008 Cty Hwy 35
Underwood,MN 56586
R: (218) 826-6834
dalebet@prtel.com

Mid Winter Convention
Eldon Bergman (Vi)
50726 Wymer Lake Loop
Frazee, MN 56544
R: (218) 334-5841
evberg@arvig.net

Mid Winter Convention
Lyle Mickelson (Jeanette)
42852 Co. Hwy. 56
Frazee, MN 56544
R:218-334-7054

MN Lions Eye Bank/Children’s Eye
Clinic/MA C Center
Vi Bergman (Eldon)
50726 Wymer Lake Loop
Frazee, MN 56544
R: (218) 334-5841
evberg@arvig.net

MN Lions Eye Bank/Children’s Eye
Clinic/MA C Center
Ray Woods (Sharon)
23312 Agate Lake Rd
Deerwood,MN 56444
R: (218) 546-6896
rswoods@charter.net

MT MERL O Team Chair
Carroll Kukowski (Adolph)
17380 Battle Point Rd
Deerwood,MN 56444
R:218-678-0005
C:218-821-4111
carroll@kukowski.com

MT Leadership
Membership/De velopment
Dick Labraaten (Bev)
PO Box 1841
Bemidji,MN 56619
R: (218) 759-0178
B: (218) 556-2881
FAX: (218) 444-7879
labraat@paulbunyan.net

MT Membership/Extension
Roger Palmer (Elaine)
39674 US Hwy 10
Frazee, MN 56544
R: (218) 346-3201
repotter@eot.com

MT Membership/Orienta tion /
Retention
Adolph Kukowski (Carroll)
17380 Battle Point Rd
Deerwood,MN 56444
R: (218) 678-0005
adolph@kukowski.com

MT Membership/Orienta tion 
/ R etention
Frank Vogel (Judy)
33418 Cty Hwy 122
Underwood,MN 56586
R: (218) 826-6886
fnjvogel@prtel.com

MT Membership/Orienta tion 
/ R etention
Judy Brasgalla (Ardean)
PO Box 607
Cass Lake,MN 56633
R: (218) 335-6422
jabrass@paulbunyan.net

Women’s /Family Initia tives
Gloria Anderson (Ken)
844 7th St SW 
Wadena,MN 56482
R: (218) 631-9005
glo_ken@hotmail.com

Newsletter/ Publicity
Bert Nelson (Pam)
40606 Cty Hwy 67
New York Mills, MN 56567
R: (218) 385-3956
B: (218) 346-5900
FAX: (218) 346-5901
bertnelson@lakesplus.com

Project New Hope
Bruce Billington (Jen)
33965 Dancing Bear Dr.
Crosslake,MN 56442
C:612-308-4914
bruce.billington@yahoo.com

Project New Hope
Dale Johansen (Betty)
21008 Co. Hwy 35
Underwood,MN 56586
218-826-6834
dalebet@prtel.com

Youth Exchange/ Youth Camp
Jay & Linda Norby
32106 Mallard Drive
Vergas, MN 56587
R: (218) 342-3243
ljnorbs@eot.com
Technology / Website
Erin Beck (Bruce)
PO Box 74
Palisade, MN 56469
R: (218) 845-2204
thebecks@mlecwb.net

Technology / Website
James Johansen (Carol)
8103 210th St.N
Hawley,MN 56549
R: (218) 483-1121
B: (612) 708-4037
jkjohansen@juno.com

Proud
to be a
LION!
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The Crosslake-Ideal Lions Club recently made a donation of $15,000 to
the Ideal Township Volunteer Fire Department for the acquisition and
equipping ofthis 28 foot Mako center console rescue boat. The mem-
bers of the Fire Department spent this last winter restoring the boat
which had been previously used on the Florida Keys. The boat is rigged
with a basket and crane for water rescue. It also is equipped with a high
capacity pump for refilling fire tankers or fighting fires from the water.
It is intended to be used in the Brainerd Lakes Area in a cooperative
effort with neighboring communities and Crow Wing County.
Pictured aboved are Scott Peterson, Tom Johnson, and Rob
Birkland of the Ideal Volunteer Fire Department. Also pictured
are Crosslake-Ideal Club members, Mik e O’Connell, PDG Joe
Doerfler, Steve Roe, Gordy Reller, Armond Gease and Mark
LaFon.

Crosslake-Ideal Lions help
make their communities safer

Harry Harrison (left) received the Melvin Jones Fellowship award
from the Wadena Lions Club. Past District Governor, Ken
Anderson, (right) presented the award to Harry at the Lions Club
picnic on June 9, 2008.The Melvin Jones Fellowship award is
given to an in individual for their service to the community and
their club.

Harrison receives MJF

Four new members were inducted into the Verndale Lioness Club-
Gen Veronen,Rachel Johnson,Steph Brownlow & Alicia Johnson.

Verndale Lioness club grows

Lions we will miss
Andy Skaj Aitkin Lions Club
Pete Snyder Deer Creek Lions Club
Harris Walsh Park Rapids Lions Club
Robert Roth McGregor Lions Club
Gus Winkle McGregor Lions Club

Club secretaries, please review and send or email your
deceased member’s photo to:Lion Jim Johansen

8103 210th Street North, Hawley,MN 56549
jkjohansen@juno.com 218-483-1121

This will help make the Service ofRemembrance even more
meaningful with a picture of your past member.



Frazee Lions receive awards
Local club recognizes long-standing contributions, new memories
By Lori Fischer Thorp of the Frazee Forum

Rita Stelzer’s first participation in a Frazee
Lions Club service event was during road
clean-up, when her prize find in local ditches
was a discarded bra.

Kathy Fry’s first Lionism memory was
attending a fundraiser concert featuring her
then-future husband,Jim.

Ike Fischer’s link to the Becker County
Parks and Recreation Board was what persuad-
ed him to join Frazee Lions and help realize the
club’s dream ofestablishing a local park.

Out of a membership of about 50,these
three individuals were recently honored as the
club’s most recent recipients ofthe esteemed
Melvin Jones Award, given to Fischer and
Stelzer, and the Hearing Foundation Award,
for which Fry was recognized.

The presentations were made by Past
Council Chair Bert Nelson at the club’s recent
membership dinner, during which new mem-
bers Jack Dretsch, John Dermody, Roger
Olson,Terri Olson and Heath Peterson were
inducted.

Officers for the new term beginning July 1
were also sworn in at the event.

“I thought they’d picked the wrong guy,”
Fischer joked of the announcement ofhis award.

“Every time they had presented the award
before, I was rather envious, but I thought I
never really measured up,” he said,adding that
though he was active on projects and had
served as a director, he hadn’t served in one of
the other officers’ positions.

“In all honesty I never expected to get it,”
he said ofthe award named for the club’s
founder. He has been a Lion since 1983.

Fry joined the club in 1999,and has served
as a board member as well as working at many
club projects such as the annual street dance
and sporting and collectibles silent auction.

“I worked with Turkey Days before I was a
member,” Fry said.Her face is now one ofthe
many familiar ones which staff the Frazee cel-
ebration’s Friday night cornerstone dance.

For Stelzer, the whole Turkey Days under-
taking has become a way of life for the past
two years, as she’s served as co-chair for the
Frazee Area Community Club event.

Previously, she “was involved with the
Detroit Lakes Jaycees who are also very dedi-
cated to service. I had served on committees
and chaired many events including being admi-
ral of the Detroit Lakes Water Carnival.”

“The Jaycees have an ‘age’guideline so once

I had completed my
service there I was
missing that involve-
ment,” she said.“Since
I have been employed
at United Community
Insurance (in Frazee)
for the past 14 years I
could see no better
place than to be
involved in an organi-
zation here rather in
Detroit Lakes, which is
where I live.”

Some of her other
Lions projects include
helping with the weekly
bingo through which
the club raises charita-
ble gambling dollars,
the You & Your Home
craft show held in 2007,the annual July 4th
FreedomFest,and service on the membership
committee.

Like many people, Stelzer said she “truly did
not know what the Lions Club did until I was
invited to a meeting by Linda Jutz. I could
notice right away that the club is very active and
energetic which greatly inspired me to join.”

Since then,she said,“I have made many
friends by my involvement in the Lions Club
and have strengthened relationships that I had
already had.This is a very dedicated group who
are committed to serving the community in
many aspects.”

Kathy Fry agrees, and has a similar outlook
regarding the club members’ friendships.

“For me,” she said,“it’s getting to know the
people who are also part of the organization.”
Her husband Jim had taught in Frazee, and
Lionism gave her a chance to get to know many
of his school co-workers and other people.

“I got to know them better, and to know a
different side ofthem,” she said.“For me, the
enjoyment is the people, and helping. It’s fun to
make a difference in a project.”

She and Jim have also traveled to a number
of area Lions conventions, including one
recent multiple-district event where a friend of
theirs gathered support to run for an interna-
tional office.

Involvement in the larger picture beyond
the local club, Fry said,“Gives a different
Lions perspective. You hear more about the
national organization, about the things Lions

touches besides just the local.”
In general,Lions Clubs are known for their

humanitarian service projects. They provide
efforts ranging from local to worldwide projects
which aid sight,hearing, diabetes, and youth.

Looking back at the project which instigat-
ed his own local involvement,the Best Lions
Park by a Dam Site, Fischer said he enjoys the
“overall beauty ofit. We made a silk purse out
of a sow’s ear, so to speak.”

That would seem,ultimately, to be the
group’s purpose-tackling projects that might
seem unapproachable, such as clean-up after
the Turkey Days street dance.

“Basically,” Fischer said,“I appreciate the
clean-up crew’s eagerness and efficiency. The
place would be a mess and everybody would be
trying to get it cleaned up and get home for a
few hours sleep before getting back for anoth-
er project.”

Fry said that she sometimes recalls her
Lions activities as revolving around an endless
stream of pans of bars for different events,
and those pans added up for the club’s secre-
tary-elect.

“It was a shock,” Kathy said ofreceiving
the award.“I was so surprised all I could say
was ‘thank you’. It’s a real cool thing to be
given an honor like that.”

“I am very proud to be a member and will
always speak very highly of the Lions organi-
zation,” Stelzer said.“These are very dedicated
individuals who for many years have offered
their time and talents to better this community.”
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Frazee Lions award winners Ike Fischer, Kathy Fry and Rita
Stelzer.
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WELCOME
NEW LIONS

MEMBERS TO 5M9!
New Member Club Sponsor
Earl Rocheford Aitkin
David Wilke Aitkin
Patrick Wussow Aitkin
Adam Host Aitkin
Alice Beckman Aitkin Riverboat Mary Peterson
Patricia Curran        Aitkin Riverboat Elaine Bruss
Karol Berg             Aitkin Riverboat Mary Peterson
Gayle Fletcher        Aitkin Riverboat Joy Janzen
Jeannie Christian     Aitkin Riverboat Kathleen Dox
Judith Nelson Aitkin Riverboat Beverly Paulson
Kimberly Clement   Aitkin Riverboat Elaine Bruss
Cathy Wilke Aitkin Riverboat Kathryn Futhey
Ronald Vredenburg Akeley
Patrick Murphy       Crosslake Ideal Joseph Doerfler
Connie Benjamin        Whitefish Darcie Jensen-Ford
Crystal Glaser             Whitefish Doreen Gallaway
Connie Waring Whitefish Doreen Gallaway
Randall Fish             Detroit Lakes Douglas Friendshuh
Thomas Halverson   FF Daybreakers Ginny Paulson
Twyla Halverson      FF Daybreakers Ginny Paulson
Matthew Henriksen   Guthrie Nary Joe Beevor
Lois Bohanon Hackensack Ross Olsen
Mike Bohanon Hackensack Ross Olsen
Harold Shapley Hackensack Sue Larson
Janice Christense        McGregor Anita Jackson
Bernard Touhey         McGregor Shirley Scollard
Paul Grams McGregor Evelyn Swedberg
Galeen Touhey McGregor Shirley Scollard
Thomas Leach McGregor Pat McGinn
Richard Valley McGregor Kenneth Grell
Annelle Jost Nevis Marilyn Luksik
Dwayne Monson Nevis Marvin Vredenburg
Gayle Monson Nevis Marvin Vredenburg
Darlene Severtson Nevis Marvin Vredenburg
Gordon Severtson Nevis Marvin Vredenburg
Jamie Robertson      New York Mills Dennis Anderson
Elma Berganini           Nimrod
Larry Gilster Nimrod
Nancy Gilster Nimrod
Stacey Lind Nimrod
James Stiles Nimrod
Susan Selinsky Northland-Remer Gary Selinsky
Katherine Magozzi    Park Rapids Edric Clarke
Arnold Jentz Pelican Rapids Brent Frazier
Corliss Enquist Underwood Mary Hanson
Seth Olson Underwood Frank Vogel
Eric Olson Wadena Richard Johnson

Active spring for Pillager Lions

Pillager Lions donated to the Pillager High School Junior Class
$250 for prom. L-R: Pillager Lions Beth Arnold, Mary Bybee,
Adam Bybee (Jr. student), Tracee Calgrove (Jr. student), Doug
Allen and Larry Bybee.

Pillager Lions held a water bottle label contest.Student winners
L-R: 3rd Wyntes Kedrowski, 1st Kyle Kroll and 2nd Shene Alto.
Pillager Lions Larry and Mary Bybee.

Pillager Lions donated to the PHS Community Ed. $1,000 for
swimming. Pillager Lions Mary and Larry Bybee presenting the
check to Donelle Bybee.
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Club Name_________________________________Name/Location of meeting place__________________________________

Dates in order of preference:1st______________________ 2nd_________________________ 3rd_______________________

Time meeting begins?________________________ Ifa social,when does it begin?_____________________________________
Do you have dinner?___________ When is it served?____________________________________

If this is a joint meeting with another club, please specify which club:_________________________________________________

Lion requesting visit________________________________ Address________________________________________________

Phone number___________________________________ email address____________________________________________

Please list any additional functions you would like the Governor to do while there:______________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please have your request to me no later than October 1st.
Lion Peter VanErp, 5M9 District Governor
38214 610th Ave., Bluffton, MN 56518
R: (218) 385-3446
petemarg@wcta.net
I will confirm your request as soon as I receive it. Date received_______________________

Clip this form or make a copy and send to me, your District Governor
Dates fill fast,and I would like to attend as many clubs prior to the 1st ofJanuary

Club Request for Governor’s Visit

The Breckenridge Lions Club approved the donation of
$4,630 to local organizations in the Twin-Towns and to
Lions Club charities at their April 14 meeting.

The Breckenridge Lion’s Club sponsors three $500 schol-
arships to graduates ofBreckenridge High School,based on
financial need and academic standing.

Donations to the following organizations were approved
for distribution:Breckenridge High School Scholarships,
$1,500;Bois de Sioux GolfCourse Rehab Work, $500;
Lion’s Leader Dog Program, $300; Breckenridge Lion’s
Speech Invitational,$250;Lion’s Hearing Foundation,$200;
Lion’s Eye Bank,$200; Breckenridge Community Teen
Center, $200; B/W Blades Hockey Association, $200;
Breckenridge Cub Scouts, $150;Three Rivers Gymnastics,
$100;Breckenridge Post-Prom Party, $100;Richland/Wilkin

Emergency Food Pantry on behalfof Community Vacation
Bible School,$100;Breckenridge Community Education
(Easter Egg Hunt), $100; Valley Lake Boy’s Home -
Endeavor Program,$100;Breckenridge Boy Scouts, $100;
Kinship, $100;Pioneer Cottages Endowment Fund,$100;
Wahpeton/Breckenridge Youth Football, $100;Southern
Valley Figure Skating Association,$100;Lion’s L.C.I.F.,$50;
Wilkin County Fair Trophies, $30; Lion’s District 5M-9
Diabetes ,$25;Lion’s District 5M-9 Youth Exchange,$25.

The Breckenridge Lions Club has donated $22,630
through the past five years. For more information, please
contact Dave Sayler, treasurer at 218-643-7161.

This story came from the Daily News of Wahpeton,ND
and Breckenridge,MN

Breckenridge Lions donate
more than $4,000 to area



Flag raising for Project New Hope Camp. L-R: Jim Bergstrom, Garrison Lions; Gary
Amundson, Pequot Lakes - Breezy Point; Al Swanson,PL-BP; Dale Johansen,
Dalton; Bruce Billington, PL-BP; Laurie Dalley, PL-BP; Joan Sjoquist,Garrison;
Linda Arvidson, Parkers Prairie Pride; Aaron Nickerson, East Kildonan, Winipeg
Manitoba; Donale Sjoquist,Garrison. Aaron is the PNH person for 5M-11.

Flag raising at Project New Hope

Pictured right: At the base ofthe flag pole, in the concrete,
was placed the year 2008 and PNH in stones along with a
Project New Hope wrist band, Power of One pin,
POW/MIA pin and Service pins from Canada and the USA.

Project

New

Hope


