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International Convention 
Hamburg Germany 

Over 20 thousand Lions were in attendance  
with over 130 countries represented .. 

(see page 5 for more photos) 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Backus Lions  -  8/4/1986 
Battle Lake Lions  -  8/9/1956 

Leader Lions  -  8/20/1998 
Nevis Lions  -  8/26/2002 

LaPorte / Benedict Lions  -  
8/28/1978 
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“WATTS” NEW in 5M9 
District Governor— Donald Hendrickx 

    What a great experience Lion Pat and I had as we just returned from the 96th Lions International Convention in Hamburg, Germany.  
Over 20,000 Lions representing 130 countries were there, all with the same purpose - to celebrate this organization of Lions.  It was an 
honor to be surrounded by so many dedicated Lions, and listening to Laura Bush was unforgettable.  It was also an honor to witness the 
election of Lion Mike Molenda from District 5M6 as International Director.  Congratulations to ID Mike and Lion Linda.   

As I reflect back on the convention, a few thoughts come to mind.  International President Barry Palmer's theme is "Follow Your 
Dream".  ~ Clarify your Dream ~ Believe in your Dream ~ Act on your Dream ~  Pretty good advice !   

He has also challenged each of the 754 District Governors at the convention to start new clubs and to increase membership to 1.4 
million Lions by the end of 2014.  So I am asking your help in this goal.  I challenge each Lion to bring in ONE new member this year 
and more importantly,  retain the members that you already have.  If you need ideas on membership and leadership, ask our GLT/GMT 
team of Lions Bruce Beck and Randy Beaver.  They are both eager and willing to help clubs. 

Another one of President Barry's goals is to have women represented by 50% in the Lions by the year 2017.  For those clubs who 
don't have women in their club, consider this challenge and invite women to join.  They can only make it better .. 

Consider following the Leadership Road to Your Dreams at the 37th Annual USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum in Overland Park,  
Kansas September 19-21, 2013. Lion Pat and I attended the Forum last year for the first time and were impressed by all the seminars that 
were offered and the knowledge that we brought back was so worth the trip. There are forms on line at lionsof5M9.org and click on Mul-
tiple 5M, go down to USA/Canada forum Official Site & click on the link. There will also be forms available at the fall Zone Fairs. 

Keep the dates of the upcoming Zone Fairs handy and make sure that you attend in your Zone.  I want to see every President and  
Secretary from every club represented at these meetings along with a good share of your clubs.  Here is where you can sign up for the 
Project Chairs to come out and explain their project to your club.  I know that there are some clubs that have no idea what the projects 
are and this needs to change.  How can you get excited about an organization when you don't know what it is even about.  Let's change 

this !  Look for the dates of the Zone Fairs in my calendar under this article. 
I already have over half of my District Governor club visits booked, so if 
you have not requested a visit, I would suggest you do so soon. Hopefully 
the date you want is still available.  Thank you to all those who have 
booked early.   
Something to ponder :     All journeys start with a dream.  One dream can 
make a difference, so follow that dream, discuss your dream, share your 
dream with your club and make it come true ! 
In dienst  ~ District Governor Don Hendrickx       

Left: One of the windmills we saw while in Amsterdam  
Right: (back) Lion Pat Hendrickx, DG Don Hendrickx,  

(front) Lion Ann Palmer, IP Barry Palmer from Australia. 

OH, THE PLACES WE WILL GO 
August 
1—Leader/Nimrod visit 
2—Our 38th Wedding Anniversary 
8—Perham Lakes Lions Mtg 
11—Parkers Prairie Parade 
12—Deerwood Lions visit 
13—Zone 4,5,6 Fair @ Menahga 
17—Bluffton Home town Parade 
18—2014 Midwinter Mtg 
22—Zone 7,8,9 Fair @ Perham 
26—Emily Outing 50 Lakes visit 
28—Zone 1,2,3 Fair @ Nisswa 
30-1—Retreat @Swamp Donkey 
Lodge 

September 
4—Backus visit 
9—Merrifield visit 
12—Perham Lakes visit 
16—Battle Lake visit 
19-22—USA/Canada Forum 
23—Cass Lake/Cass Lake Country 
visit 
24—Ottertail Lions visit 
29—5M9 training @ Bluffton 
October 
1—Menahga Gateway visit 
3—Elizabeth Lions visit 
5—Parkers Prairie 50th Anniv 
8—Bay Lake Lions visit 

10—Perham Lakes Lions Mtg 
13—IPDG Margaret’s Mini Forum 
14—Wadena Lions visit 
15—Aitkin Riverboat visit 
16—Garrison Lions visit 
19—Council of Governors @ Mahno-
men 
20—Cabinet Mtg @ Pillager 
22—Laporte/Benedict visit 
23—Zone 7 Mtg @ Frazee 
26—Thanksgiving for Vision 
28—Bluffton visit 
29—Zone 2 Mtg @ Long Lake Con-
servatory 
30—Zone 9 Mtg @ Parkers Prairie 
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     Welcome back to District Governor Don and 1st 
Lady Lion Pat. After attending the International  
Convention in Hamburg, DG Don is energized and 
very ready to take over the leadership of 5M9. When 
we look at the numbers represented at the very first 
Lions Convention in Dallas, Texas so many years 
ago and compare them to the numbers of today, we 
realize just how far Lions Clubs International has 
progressed and the many great works that are being accomplished by so many Lions worldwide. We indeed 
are fulfilling the dream of Melvin Jones, whose idea lead to the beginning of Lions International. 
     Zone Fairs are being held this month at three different locations. Check the schedule elsewhere in this 
newsletter and make plans to attend the one for your zone. The President and Secretary of each club is  
encouraged to attend but all club members should give some serious thought to attending. So much is 
learned at these Zone Fairs for all members and you will be “in the know” as is said. Project Chairs will be at 
these Fairs to meet with you and schedule a program at your club. It’s always good to learn where your  
donations are being used to further Lions projects and you realize just how important the donations are that 
we give to our projects. 
     Clubs – promote your club fundraisers and other club events in the 5M9 newsletter. This advertising gets 
the word to all and gives neighboring Lions a chance to support your event. Of course, you will want to  
return the favor by supporting your fellow Lions events and fundraisers.  
     In August, PDG Ken and I will be going to Leader Dog in Rochester, MI. This will be a learning  
experience for us, even though we were there when Ken was District Governor 1996-1997. Much advance-
ment has been made in that amount of time. Also, I’m sure we will hear about Mark and Debbie Mansell’s 
Mortorcycle Ride to benefit Leader Dog. We will be able to say we visited with the Mansells when they 
stopped in Bluffton. 
     By the time August begins, Ken and I will have been to three Lions Clubs where it was my privilege to 
install officers for this year. Congratulations to these new officers (in some cases, continuation of the office) 
and I know you will all have a great year in leading your club. In addition, eight new members have joined 
the ranks of Lions International – two at Laporte Lions and six at Verndale Lions. Welcome to these new 
members and I know you all are going to help your clubs continue growing and offer your services for the 
betterment of your clubs. 
 
Until next month. . . . . . .  1st VDG Gloria Anderson 
Thought for the month: “Have interest in the future; it’s where you will be spending the rest of your life.” 

VERNDALE LIONS CLUB GAINS SIX NEW MEMBERS 

 At the July meeting of the Verndale Lions, six new members were inducted by  
1st VDG Gloria Anderson.   

Pictured L-R: 1st VDG Gloria Anderson, 
new members Larry and Jodi Hackler 

and sponsor Lion Judy Beaver, sponser 
Lion Diane Breitling and new members 
Brian and Nancy Roth, new member 
Scott Werk and sponsor Lion Paul 

Wohlert, new member Gary Doroff and 
sponsor Lion Jake Colby 
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2nd Vice District Governor—Jay Norby 

Railroad slang - The hogger, tallow pot and mule got on board the redball. 
 
Translation: The engineer, fireman and brakeman got on board the fast freight train. When we talk about our 
Lions Club and Organization to prospective members, are we using the right terms? Do we look at who we are 
asking to join this great organization and speak their language? Some people join because they want to “fit in” 
in the community they live. Maybe they just moved and are looking to meet new people. Others join to make 
contacts for their business. Some join because they want to help others and are looking for the organization 
that does so in their community. Whatever the reason may be, we as Lions, when asking someone to join, need 
to find out what their passion is and guide them to use it in our great organization. 
 
Okay… so that is easier said than done, I agree. How do we go about developing the skills to go out and get 
new members or retain our present membership? My answer would be to call in the A-Team (Assist Team). 
Your GMT and GLT teams are trained and ready to help you when it comes to new members, retaining exist-
ing members, leadership development and making your meetings fun, efficient and worthwhile. Call, e-mail or 
snail mail GMT Leader Lion Randy Beaver or GLT Leader PCC Bruce Beck and they will be more than  
happy to come and assist you in putting together a plan to grow and/or improve you club. 
 
This month is combined Zone Meeting month. It is 5M9’s version of “We Fest” or “Moondance Jam” on a 
slightly smaller scale. It is a chance to gather with Lions from your area to have fun, learn what is going on in 
your Zones, the District, Multiple and International. You get he opportunity to visit with the chairs of all of the 
great projects that the District supports. Please take the time to invite at least 3 of the chairs to come out to 
your club and talk about what that project does and how the money they raise is spent. Remember, Zone  
Meeting are for all members of your club. If there is something that you would like to see happen at your Zone 
Meetings contact you Zone Chair and let them know of your ideas. 
 
So until next month, When you hear the conductor yell “ALL ABOARD”, hop on the Lions 5M9 Express. 
 
I have my keester  and nosebag filled with sinkers  sitting in the rubberneck car heading down the 5M9 tracks. 
    (Suitcase)    (lunch bag)           (doughnuts)                   (observation car) 
 
2nd VDG Jay 

CALLOWAY LIONS 
TICKETS 

Contact 2nd VDG Jay Norby at 
 218-234-7441 or  

Kevin Olson at 218-439-3597  
or any Callaway Lion for tickets. 
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Left 
The local paper welcomed 

Lions from around the 
world! 

Below Left 
The International Parade in 

Hamburg!!!  
DG Don is on the left  

carrying the Lions flag. 

Below Right 
MD5M is well  

represented in the  
International Parade!!! 

HAMBURG, 
GERMANY 

NBA Star Yao Ming presented an award 
with 1st IVP Joe Preston –  

IP Barry Palmer – IPIP Wayne Madden 
– PIP Wing-Kun Tam 

Singer Andrea Bocelli was awarded 
the Humanitarian Award and then 
graced us with his talent as he sang 

“Ave Maria” 

Guest speaker, Laura Bush  
inspired all who listened. 

Left 
DG Don and Lion Pat prepared to 

attend the banquet. 
 

Right 
The 5M snowmen were also at 

the Plenary sessions in Hamburg 
at the 02 World Center 
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JUST ASK! 
 The GMT and GLT encourage all clubs to attend the upcoming training in Bluffton on September 
29th. It is a fantastic opportunity to learn more on conflict resolution, legal issues, committee chairmanship, 
membership and the CEP process. The trainers that are lined up are the best! We would like to give an up-
date on how the year ended up with membership totals. This past year 5M9 brought in 210 new members but 
dropped 298 for a net loss of 88 members. A little over half the clubs lost membership (53%) the rest gained 
or stayed the same. The GMT working with the GLT will be working very hard so all clubs show a gain in 
membership this year. It is so important for all the clubs to attend the first round of combined Zone meetings 
so we can get club visits scheduled. We as a Lions group can accomplish anything we set our sights on; we 
have seen it time and time again, we have blown our goals away! This year all clubs must set retention and 
recruiting members as a top priority. One of International President Barry Palmer’s goals is to see an increase 
in female membership. The GMT and GLT will be supporting this goal. The GMT and GLT are there to  
support, encourage and provide training to the membership of 5M9 so that continued growth can occur in the 
district. We are very much looking forward in supporting what ever the needs of our district are to increase 
membership.  
 We want to give big congratulations to the clubs that increased membership by over 10% this past 
year. They are Cass Lake, Detroit Lakes, Merrifield, Ottertail and Verndale.   
 Take a quick drive around your town; do all your Lions projects have the Lions emblem on them? 
Are the emblems new or faded out? When you come into town is there a Lions emblem on your city  
population sign? It is so important to keep your Lions emblems on display and looking new. You can usually 
tell how active a club is just by looking at their signage when you drive through the town. If your club is  
having a summer celebration, make sure to have a Lions booth to promote your club. There are several Lions 
handouts that are available. Make your own club brochure with your clubs projects and other information. 
There is a template on lionsclubs.org that you can type in your information and print out. If your club does 
not have a web site please start working on one. There are so many things that we can do to make a  
difference when we are recruiting members. Remember it all starts by Asking! 
    GMT Coordinator  Randy Beaver 

The	District	5M9	Global	Leadership	&		
Global	Membership	Teams	Proudly	present	the	

District	5M9	Lions	Training	Day,	Sunday,	Sept.	29,	2013	

The 5M9 GLT/GMT will host an afternoon of training open to all Lions at the Bluffton Community Center. 
Speakers scheduled to present: 

PDG Mary Ferleman – Conflict Resolution in Lions 
ID Mike Molenda – Legal Issues in Lions 
2nd VDG Jay Norby – Become an Effective Committee Chair 
CC Dave Dominick – The Organized Lion 
PCC  Bob Jechorek – Everything you need to know about Membership & Retention 
PCC Bruce Beck – Introduction to the Club Excellence Process, CEP 

Gathering Time:	1:00pm,		 Seminar	start	time:	1:30pm,  End time 4:30pm 
A lite lunch & free will offering following the seminars 
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CELEBRATION TO BE HELD AT 

PRAIRIE EVENT CENTER 

Special Address by PID Brian Sheehan 

Entertainment with  

Heart ‘O Lakes Harmony 

Rooms available at Crossings Inn & Suites 

(attached to Prairie Event Center)  

218-338-3380 

Question may be directed to:  

President Jay Ellsworth 218-639-5281 

or 

Lion Gene Payne 218-849-0957 

“IT WILL BE A GREAT DAY”!!! 

Above: Cass Lake Lions Club member Ardean 
Brasgalla was chosen to receive the Lion of the 
Year Award for 2012-2013 by Club President 

Nathalie Hasert. Presenting him with the award at 
the clubs Charter Night, June 25 was 5M9 DG 

Margaret VanErp. 

Below: Lion Tom Prosser sponsored the 2 newest mem-
bers, Doug & Pat Eslinger, into the Cass Lake Lions 

Club. They were inducted into Lionism by  
DG Margaret VanErp. 

Above: Cass Lake Lion Margaret Tompkins 
was chosen by th club to receive a Melvin 

Jones Fellowship Award. She was presented 
the pin and plaque by  

5M9 DG Margaret VanErp 
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PDG Jim Arvidson attended a meeting of the Underwood Lions Club at which he inducted new offices and 
presented awards. New officers are shown Above: Lloyd Jobe: Director-1year, PDG Jim Arvidson, Mary Han-
son: Assistant Secretary, Gordon Hanson: President, George Reed: First Vice President, John Quaal: Past Pres-

ident, Mary Kubitz: Second VP, Lowell Hoekstra: Membership/Director-2 year, Vernon Quaal: Treasurer, 
Greg Kugler: Third Vice President, Corliss Enquist: Secretary, Sharon Larson: Director-2 year. 

Pictured above is the Newest Member of the  
Aitkin Lions Club!   

Left to right are CC Bruce Beck, new member  
Liz Gronbach and her sponsor, Lion Donna Gronbach. 

The Underwood Lions awarded Lions Corliss Enquist 
and Greg Kugler with the Helen Keller Award. They 

are pictured above with PDG Jim Arvidson. 

Left: On June 18th, Aitkin Lions Club awarded  
Lion Ralph Mykkanen the Melvin Jones Award. 

Pictured Left to Right are CC Bruce Beck, 
Lion Ralph Mykkanen and President Tom Brand. 
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Pictured above: Cormorant Lions Club 2013 Award recipients:  
Front Row: Barry Nelson (Melvin Jones), Duane Olson (Melvin Jones Progressive), Chuck Holverson  
(Helen Keller), Lee Soehren (President)      Back Row: Glen Sitz (Helen Keller), Gary Nelson (Hearing  

Foundation), Dennis Gilbertson (Dream Catcher), Mike Wammer (Hearing Foundation), Bruce Zeller (Hearing 
Foundation), Jack Koland (Melvin Jones 2nd Progressive), Erling Opskar (Leader Dog), Bob Larson (Leader 

Dog).        Not Pictured- Rick Julian (Melvin Jones Progressive), Jim Carpenter (Melvin Jones),  
Jerry Holter (Melvin Jones Progressive).     Past President Lee, in his presentation, stated that these members 

received these awards as part of the work of the whole club towards the service work that results in the  
donations we are able to give.  In 2012 Cormorant Lions 

donated nearly $30,000 to local, Minnesota, and  
International projects. These members are 2013 banner 

carriers for our club's efforts. Congratulations to all! 

Left: Backus Lions Welcome a New Member 
Cora Hohnstadt, Leader Dogs for  the Blikd puppy raiser, 

was inducted into the Backus Lions Club at a recent 
membership meeting. Show with her is Hemee, the 18th 
puppy she has raised. Cora has been involved in Leader 

Dogs since 1993 and recently retired from  her  
Paynesvillle, MN teaching job. She moved to the Backus 

area and will continue her puppy raising in the spring. 
Hemee leaves for his official training in Michigan soon. 
The Backus Lions hold fundraisers throughout the year 
and donate money to many local causes including high 
school scholarships, food shelves, Christmas For Kids, 

Relay For Life, service dog organizations, our local 
schools, nursing homes, fire department and  

First Responders. 
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5M9 Service Journal 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This publication is of, by, 
and for the Lions, Lioness, 

& Leos of District 5M-9 
 

District Governor 
Don Hendrickx (Pat) 
46590 Mosquito Lane 
Perham, MN 56573 
H: 218-346-5899 
dutchmandon@arvig.net 
 
1st Vice Dist Governor  
Gloria Anderson (Ken) 
844 7th St SW 
Wadena, MN 56482 
H: 218-631-9005 
glo_ken@hotmail.com 
 
2nd Vice Dist Governor 
Jay Norby (Linda) 
1021 5th Ave NW 
Perham, MN 56573 
H: 218-346-3200 
C: 218-234-7441 
ljnorbs@eot.com  
 
Cabinet Secretary 
Margaret Van Erp (Peter) 
38214 610th Ave 
Bluffton, MN 56518 
H: 218-385-3446 
petemarg@arvig.net 
 
District Treasurer 
Eldon Bergman (Vi) 
50726Wymer Lake Loop 
Frazee, MN 56544 
H: 218-334-5841 
elviberg@arvig.net 
 
Newsletter Editor/Diva 
Tracey Buhl (Randy) 
102 Parkview Drive 
Vergas, MN 56587 
H: 218-342-2492 
5m9newsletter@gmail.com 

Please submit stories and photos on or before the 15th of each month for 
entry into the following months newsletter. When possible, send photos in a 
jpeg format and articles as a word document. Use pdf format only when the 
other options are not available. Contact me for assistance or with questions. 

Thank You           Tracey Buhl 

CLUB REMINDERS! 
 Attend you local Zone Fair!!! 

 Zone 1,2,3   Wed. August 28 @ Nisswa 
 Zone 4,5,6   Tues. August 13  @ First English Lutheran Church, 
   17 Main St NW, Menahga 6:00 pm  
 Zone 7,8,9   Thurs. August 22 @ Whiskey River 
   Hwy 78 South , Perham    6:00 pm 

 DG Don’s Cabinet Meeting   July 28 @ Cass Lake 
 IPDG Margaret’s Mini Forum, Sunday, October 13 @ Bluffton CC 
 Schedule your clubs DG visit 
 Plan to attend 2014 Mid Winter Convention 
 Pre-register for 2014, 95th Annual MD5M Convention 
 Invite someone new to your club meeting. 

Tips for the New Lions Year… 
* The link to President Palmer’s “Follow Your Dream” logo is 
located with the additional logos on the Lions Clubs website. It 
is located under the Eye Banks logos. Or, you can go directly 
to: http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/member-center/resources/
logos-and-art/additional-logos.php.  
* Remember to submit your events to add to the web Events 
Calendar, the district Facebook page and the 5M9 Service 

Journal newsletter. Get the word out about what your club is doing! 

SAVE THE DATE!!!  
Don’t miss IPDG Margaret’s Mini Forum 

Sunday, October 13, 2013 
Bluffton Community Center 

Social at 1:00 pm Program at 1:30 pm 
Lion Bob Harms will tell of his adventure on the Lawn 
Mower riding for Hearing. There will be many awards 

presented after the program. A light supper will be served after the 
awards. Come and join  IPDG Margaret finish out her year and learn 

how much $$$$$ was raised from the selling of her “Buns” 

CABINET CONTACT LIST CORRECTION!!! 
Please change the contact for Zone 8 to: Lawrence (Mike) Pettengill (Donna) 

23633 St Hwy 210, Fergus Falls, MN 56537 
R: 218-736-3740 C: 218-205-7430 mdpettengill@hotmail.com 




